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1. Introduction 2021). In the context of rapid reef degradation, understanding the
mechanisms regulating settlement is fundamental to support coral

Larval settlement success represents a crucial phase in the coral life conservation and restoration efforts (De'ath et al., 2013; Hughes et al.,
cycle, determining the ability of populations to regenerate and colonize 2018; dela Cruz and Harrison, 2020). Increasing environmental distur-
new habitats (Doropoulos et al., 2012; Whalan et al., 2015; Lei et al., bances not only lead to the loss of coral cover (Hughes et al., 2018;
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