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Abstract

This research aimed to study the effects of folk storytelling activities using banana

leaf puppets on the communication skills of early childhood children. The sample
consisted of 11 children, aged 5-6 years, enrolled in the second semester of the 2025
academic year at Ban Pa Ko School, selected through purposive sampling. The research
instruments included:1) Lesson plans for storytelling experiences using banana leaf
puppets based on local folk tales from the Ban Pa Ko community, 2) Four sets of local
folk tales: "Our Community is Named Pa Ko," "The Department Head and the Kind
Neighbors," "The Magic Elephant," and "The Great Ko Tree and the Beloved Elephant," and
3) A communication skills observation form. Data were analyzed using Mean (W) and
Variance (O)

The research results revealed that after the experiment, the average
communication skill scores of the children were higher than before the experiment (U
=4.36, 0=0.05). Detailed analysis showed that the highest mean score was in
communication confidence (U =4.55, O =0.14), followed by listening and responding/creativity
(U =4.50, SD=0.14), message transmission ( W =4.42, O = 0.15), adaptability (U =4.38, O
=0.16), relationship building (U =4.33, O =0.16), message reception (U =4.30, O =0.16),
problem-solving (U =4.28, O =0.17), non-verbal communication (4 =4.25, O =0.17), and
feedback (U =4.22, O =0.18), respectively. These findings reflect that folk storytelling
activities using banana leaf puppets significantly enhance the communication skills of early
childhood children.

Keywords: banana Leaf puppets, Folk Tales, communication skills, early childhood,

Ban Pa Ko Community
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