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Abstract

This research aimed to examine the historical background and roles of Wat Mongkol Nimit
in Phuket Province, employing a historical research methodology. Evidence was collected and
interpreted from the Royal Gazette, academic texts, theses, and related scholarly works. The
findings reveal that Wat Mongkol Nimit was established around 1880 as a spiritual center for the
local community. Its elevation to Royal Temple status in 1953 reflects its national significance. The
temple is historically associated with key events, including the administration of the oath of
allegiance ceremony, the founding of the province's first formal school, and royal visits by members
of the Thai monarchy. The study identifies three principal functions fulfilled by the temple. First, it
serves as the ceremonial center of the province's Buddhist religious life. Second, it has historically
contributed to local education by initiating and supporting formal schooling. Third, it fulfills an
enduring role in the spiritual well-being of the community, providing moral guidance and stability
across generations. These findings demonstrate that Wat Mongkol Nimit functions not merely as a
place of worship, but as a foundational institution in the social and cultural development of Phuket
Province.
Keywords: Wat Mongkol Nimit / Role of Temple / Phuket
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