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The Roles of Kiew Tien Keng Shrine (Saphan Hin), Phuket
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Abstract

This research aims to 1) study the historical background of Kiew Tien Keng Shrine (Saphan
Hin), Phuket Province, and 2) examine the roles of Kiew Tien Keng Shrine (Saphan Hin), Phuket
Province. This study employs a qualitative research approach by collecting data from relevant
documents, field observations, and in-depth interviews with key informants. The informants were
selected using purposive sampling, including shrine committee members, community members,
and individuals knowledgeable about the shrine. The research instrument was a semi-structured
interview, which was validated for content validity by experts and refined prior to data collection.
The data were analyzed using content analysis.

The findings reveal that Kiew Tien Keng Shrine is a Chinese shrine founded upon a syncretic
belief system combining Taoism and Buddhism. There exists a belief in communication with deities
through spirit mediums, particularly of the goddess Kiew Tien Hian Lue, who is highly revered as a
deity of compassion and protection. This belief led to the collective formation of the shrine by
community leaders and local residents.

Furthermore, the shrine plays significant roles in the Thai-Chinese community. These
include a religious role as a center for rituals and spiritual support; a cultural role in preserving and

transmitting Chinese traditions, especially the Vegetarian Festival; and a social role in fostering
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cooperation and unity within the community. These roles are interconnected and mutually
reinforcing.

Keywords: Kiew Tien Keng Shrine, Socio-cultural Roles
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