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Abstract

This research, “The Role of Nora in Phuket,” aimed to 1) to investigate the development
of Manorah troupes in Phuket Province, and 2) to examine their specific roles within the province.
Data were collected through fieldwork, featuring in-depth interviews with the “Manorah Fah Sai
Phuket” and “Manorah Rak Silp Thin Song Ya” troupes selected through purposive sampling-
alongside documentary research. The research instrument consisted of semi-structured interviews,
which underwent content validity assessment by Social Studies experts to ensure alignment with
the research objectives and were refined based on their professional recommendations. Data were
analyzed using content analysis. The research findings revealed that: 1) Manorah troupes in Phuket
have evolved according to their specific founding contexts and a traditional knowledge transfer
system from masters to disciples. This system integrates sacred rituals and ancestral beliefs while
simultaneously adapting to contemporary society. 2) Manorah serves as a vital learning space for
families, schools, and the youth. Furthermore, it plays significant socio-economic roles by
strengthening community ties and generating income through performances. Following its
recognition as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage, Manorah troupes in Phuket have adapted by
preserving traditional rituals while integrating applied performance styles. This dual approach
ensures their sustainability and continued relevance within a multicultural context and the shifts
of modern society.
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