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Abstract

This research Application of geographic information system (GIS) for studying shrine
locations in Phuket province aimed to (1) study the historical background of Chinese shrines

in Phuket Province, and (2) develop geographic maps displaying shrine locations using
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Geographic Information Systems (GIS) in conjunction with Google Maps technology. Data
collection comprised primary data from field surveys to record geographic coordinates,
physical characteristics, and photographic documentation, as well as secondary data from
relevant academic literature. The findings revealed that nine Chinese shrines in Phuket
Province can be classified into three main categories: (1) shrines associated with the Vegetarian
Festival tradition, including Kathu Shrine, Jui Tui Shrine, and Kiew Tien Keng Shrine; (2) shrines
distinguished by healing practices, including Lim Hu Tai Su Shrine, Sui Boon Tong Shrine, and
Put Jaw Shrine; and (3) shrines established through community collaboration, including Sam
Sae Joo Hood Shrine, Sang Tham Shrine, and Bang Neow Tao Bo Keng Shrine. The spatial
database analysis indicated that the shrines are distributed across Mueang Phuket District and
Kathu District, with latitude coordinates ranging from 7.87656 to 7.94296 degrees north and
longitude coordinates ranging from 98.34511 to 98.39409 degrees east. Most shrines are
situated in the old town area, which serves as the center of the Chinese community.

Google My Maps enhances information accessibility by displaying three types
of multimedia for each location: (1) descriptive text, (2) photographs, and (3) navigation
coordinates. The development of an online map using Google Maps facilitates convenient data
access through various devices. The research findings contribute to cultural heritage
conservation, sustainable cultural tourism management, and the expansion of academic
knowledge concerning Chinese cultural heritage in Southern Thailand.

Key Words: Chinese Shrine, Geographic Information System (GIS), Phuket Province, Online Map, Cultural

Tourism
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