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Thao Wessuwan, the god who protects and brings good fortune

Sisusa Sanguannam' and Panwadee Khumjing?

1‘zFacuLty of Education, Phuket Rajabhat University
$6611149119@pkru.ac.th

Abstract

This study aims to explore the history and beliefs surrounding Thao Wessuwan, regarded
as a deity who protects and brings prosperity. This qualitative research found that Thao Wessuwan
was originally a Brahmin named Kuvera, who performed charitable deeds and public services,
eventually being reborn as a celestial being in the jatumaharajika heaven. He is responsible for
protecting humans from demons, monitoring the mortal world, and reporting good and bad deeds
to the divine council. Additionally, he serves as a suardian of Buddhism and symbolizes wealth,
justice, and spiritual prosperity. The belief in Thao Wessuwan spread to Thailand during the
Dvaravati-Srivijaya periods and gained prominence in the Sukhothai-Rattanakosin eras, appearing
in the Buddhist chant for protection against dangers and supernatural beings. In Hinduism, he is
known as Kuvera or Vaisravana, the lord of treasures, while in Taoism, he appears as Wen Tian
Wang, the protector of the northern direction. These beliefs reflect the cultural and religious
syncretism in East Asia and highligsht Thao Wessuwan’s role as a protective deity who bestows

prosperity and auspiciousness to his devotees.

Keywords: Thao Wessuwan, god, good fortune
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