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The Poetic Style and Concepts in the Poetry “Fireflies” by Rabindranath Tagore
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ABSTRACT

This research examines the literary devices and thematic concepts in Rabindranath Tagore's poetry
collection "Fireflies." Data were collected from the 7th edition (2022) of the Thai translation by Prakin Chumsai Na
Ayutthaya and Rawi Phavilai, comprising 168 pages and 255 poems. The study employed stylistic analysis theory
and literary analysis principles to systematically examine all textual data according to predetermined research
objectives.

The findings reveal eight categories of rhetorical devices, ranked by frequency of occurrence:
1) Symbolism (210 instances), 2) Personification (119 instances), 3) Metaphor (61 instances), 4) Simile (35

instances), 5) Color imagery (35 instances), 6) Parallelism (30 instances), 7) Wordplay (25
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instances), and 8) Repetition (18 instances). Four thematic concepts were identified in order of prevalence: 1)
Social commentary and philosophical reflection (186 verses), 2) Love and human relationships (33 verses), 3)
Spiritual beliefs and faith (18 verses), and 4) Nature and natural phenomena (18 verses). The poetry collection
"Fireflies" demonstrates Tagore's sophisticated use of diverse linguistic and stylistic techniques to convey profound
philosophical insights about life. The complexity of these literary devices requires careful interpretation by readers
to fully comprehend the poet's intended messages and meanings.

Keywords: poetry, poetic style, literary concepts, Rabindranath Tagore
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