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A study of beliefs about the location of Chinese cemeteries (mausoleums)

of Thai-Chinese people. in Phuket Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research were 1) to study the beliefs regarding the location of Chinese
cemeteries among Thai-Chinese people in Phuket Province; and 2) to create an online map displaying the
locations of Chinese cemeteries of Thai- Chinese people in Phuket Province using Google Maps GIS
technology. This research is a qualitative study collecting data from two main sources. Primary data was
obtained through field surveys to examine the locations of Chinese cemeteries in Phuket Province, involving
the recording of geographic coordinates, photographs, and physical characteristic assessments. Secondary
data was gathered and analyzed from academic literature and electronic resources related to belief
dimensions concerning Chinese cemeteries. Both data sets were utilized to facilitate comprehensive analysis
and discussion of the findings. The findings revealed that the belief in Chinese cemeteries continued to
influence the selection of cemetery sites among Thai-Chinese people, with the following key factors: (1)

the geographical characteristics of having a mountain behind and an open area in front; (2) the orientation
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of the cemetery, which was aligned with the deceased's zodiac element; and (3) the relationship between
the location and nearby water sources and wind paths. The integration of traditional Chinese beliefs with
local adaptations in the context of Phuket was evident. Regarding the development of the online map, it
successfully displayed the locations of Chinese cemeteries, accessible via mobile devices, and allowed
users to view detailed information about key points. The map also serves as a means to preserve and
promote cultural wisdom in a digital format for future generations.

keywords : beliefs, chinese cemeteries, thai-chinese people.
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33 ey 33 Aineum e.aded 8°10'23'N 98°17'40'E
3¢ ey 34 fineum e.idled 7°59'06'N 98°21'01'E
35 ga1u 35 n.aned a.dles 7°51'28'N 98°20'52'E
36 aenu 36 aldivn B.aa 7°58'59'N 98°21'08"E
37 gau 37 ol e.0an9 7°54'57'N 98°23'50"E
38 genu 38 aldvn 0.0809 8°05'26'N 98°20'16'E
39 gau 39 A.ASEUNT .0a 8°07'13'N 98°19'54"E
40 gau 40 A.ATPUNS B.0879 8°02'44'N 98°20'27"E
41 gan 41 fAguUs 0.0a09 7°51'55"N 98°22'52'E
42 gau 42 A.AEUNS 9.0a79 7°58'18"N 98°19'48"E
43 ga 43 a.ASPUNS 9.0a0 7°58'25"N 98°21'11"E
44 gau 44 auTmELa 8.0a04 7°59'01"N 98°18'24'E
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