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Abstract

This research aims to study the arrival of Western nations in Phuket during the period between
1782 and 1868, using qualitative research through the analysis of historical documents. Western powers
began to play a more prominent role in Southeast Asia during this time. The study found that the British
began entering Thailand in the late 18th century to explore trade routes, particularly for tin, and signed
treaties that contributed to economic expansion. They played a key role in the development of Phuket’s
tin mining industry, especially through Captain Francis Light, who established a tin monopoly office in
Phuket. This initiated international trade and attracted migrant labor to the area. Portugal had a strong
influence in terms of religion and culture by introducing Roman Catholicism and establishing Christian
communities in Thalang. Australia played a more significant role in the later period, especially through
Captain Edward Thomas Miles, who invented the tin dredging boat, greatly improving production efficiency
and helping Phuket become a major economic hub. Thus, the activities of Western nations not only
impacted the economy but also contributed to shaping Phuket as a culturally diverse city an identity that

remains sustainable to this day.

keywords : western nations, trade role, religious propagation role
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