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The purpose of this study is to examine conceptual metaphors of the
third party in love as depicted in Southern Thai songs. Data was collected from
Southern Thai songs, data was collected from Southern songs that contain
content or language reflecting conceptual metaphors related to the third party
in love. The data was sourced from six music channels on www.youtube.com:
RsiamMusic, TMG Record Channel, birdbt, Wut Pabon channel, S1 Music Official,
and ©15uad Iﬂ’i@'ﬂﬁ%&u, totaling 70 songs. The analysis employed the conceptual
metaphor theory of Lakoff and Johnson (1980) and the meaning transfer
concepts of Cruse (2004) to examine the data according to the research
objectives. and the research findings reveal that the metaphor of the "third party"
reflecting the mindset or thought system of Thai society can be categorized into
13 types : 1. [THIRD PARTY IS AN EXCESS BODY PART"], 2. [THIRD PARTY IS A
CULPRIT, SUSPECT OR DEFENDANT], 3. [THIRD PARTY IS A PATIENT], 4. [THIRD
PARTY IS A SUBSTITUTE OR LOSER], 5. [THIRD PARTY IS A VILLAIN OR CO-STARRING
ACTOR], 6. [THIRD PARTY IS AN INFERIOR PERSON], 7. [THIRD PARTY IS AN ANIMAL],
8. [THIRD PARTY IS A THING], 9. [THIRD PARTY IS A NATURE], 10. [THIRD PARTY IS
A DEVIL], 11. [THIRD PARTY IS A FOOD], 12. [THIRD PARTY IS A VEHICLE], 13. [THIRD
PARTY IS A PLACE FOR TAKING EMOTIONS OUT ON]. These conceptual metaphors
in Southern Thai songs consistently depict the third party in love as something
undesirable, repulsive, and unwelcome. The use of conceptual metaphors not
only enhances the listener's understanding but also makes the songs more
melodious, engaging, and emotionally profound.

Keywords: Conceptual metaphors, third party, Southern Thai artists
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