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Introduction

"Elementary education” refers to the initial 6 years of formal education within the school system,
covering grades | to 6. It is desagned for students aged 6 to 12 years. Elementary education is an essential
comy of basic education and is part of the mandatory education system. Educatson at this level is crucial
both for mdividual development, as children grow into well-rounded mdividuals, and for the development
of the nation. Therefore, o tary education focuses on fostering holistic leaming (Saifah, 2021) As a

result, ane of the significant challenges in managmng leaming at the clementary education level s to ensure
that students acquire genuine knowledge and essential learning skills to adapt to the changes of today's em.
Thas is sccomplished through community mvolvement in the leaming p and the develop of
du at the el vy level. By ubilizing the local community's knowledge and experiences as the basis
for the students” k g pr it can make education more relevant and effective. This trend can be
associated with the develoy of bolsstic and exp 1 learning approaches that allow students to learn
from real experences and situations withmn thesr community. The utilizatson of the community as a source
of knowledge can enhance students’ leaming expenences and make education at the clementary level more
connected to students’ real lives and therr local communities, thus making it more effective.

Integrated leaming management in clementary education

The term "Integrated” emerged during the time of John Dewey in 1933, who believed that
education could connect and consolidate the wdeas of vanous subjects i the cumculum, ivolving ot
least two or more subjects. Thes mtegration would enable leamers 1o apply or link the knowledge and
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experiences they acquire to real life {Thumthong, 2016). Applying the concept of integration for
elmlaryedu.anunmnumd:ul.op lnmmm |mu|‘n|nrphy:|nl mental, emotienal, and social

aspects, leading leamning £ teaching and learning
that involves the imtegration of content from multiple subjects in o meaningful way 1= 2 crucial
characteristic of integrated mstruction. Integrated leaming 1s one of the bearning approaches that helps
learners achieve the objectives of the curriculum and their individual needs. In istegrated learning,
mla\:rj and mm:unmmad I.wmngm used 1o create learming activities that enable learners 1o

mak ! (M f educatson, 2008). This 15 an activity
of learming that sirms o coanect leamers knowleds, thinking, skill, nd diverse expericnces o a
o ed and Petsri, 2018). 1 he)

content in a holistic manner, see the mlm:lanmﬂupu between various subjects, and mnmngl‘u]ly
integrate related comtent. Additionally, integrated learning activilies enable learners to develop thear
critical thinking and amlyun| skills through )mub-on pm:u:: r-um |Jm| mere memorizaton from
textbooks. Learners m the k with nd
peers, and cultivate good ethics and morals, which oummhulg 0 the development of learnmyg skills
(Chuncharg, 2020). Furthermare, when integrated learming is combined with community mvolvement,
learners can acquire knowledge in a real-warld context and apply it in their ives effectively.

C ity-based learning
& ity-buseed lisruing is & dritegy or b gt sodal Ot
ding to th ! 1o commect with th ity by using work as a basis.

fior students 1o learn from doing work. From the real situstion in the community Under the parbcipation
between teachers, leamers, and community members (Padkecjit and Photipits, 2022). So, Community-
based leaming )u\: many positive mfluences om the school culture and the mm.mrjmg community.

S, pedagogi based leamnang are ly appli fhe
world for the purpases. af building sirong school-commuiy relationships ad ereating peofound
learning experiences (Kimonen and inen, 2020). Leaming with 4

learning { CHL) or learning through service learning (SL) is  type of experiential learning which
pmndu L‘)pnlllmlly fo( learners 1o enhance their understanding of concepts and theories in practical
based learning and teaching is described as encouraging

students o with di a dynamsc setting that fosters students”
social | 4 fevel fzm et al.. 2019). There are important processes in learning
that utilize diverse methods 1o help foster a deeper unds af the d a better

rasp of the community. The primary goal is to enhance learming and develop learmers in terms of
knowledge and learning skills, which are exsential in the 215t century (Simswat, 2022).

Multicultural Society in The Southern Andaman

“The Southern Andaman regicn, consisting of the provinces of Rancng, Phang Nga, Phuket,
Krabi, and Trang, is a group known for its signifcant culiaral dversity. It i city of diverse cultures,
including various ethnicities, races. beliefs, traditions, ceremonies, and cultures, all living together
peacefully. Each area within this group has its unique charscteristics that reflect its distinet identity, and

d—y live in ]un'nnnfy with their hzllzl'_x md.mums, ‘ceremaonies, and n_ll\m!; 11",‘; !!pumed mnm@
2 their unigue their
local context. They transmit knowledge through various learning sources, which is a valuable ool for
enbancing the qlrl]lly of primary education and puwnnng learning skills through community -based
learning ples of such based learning initiatives inclade the "Way of Lifi
amd Identity of the Maken Fauplz in Ranong Province” for the transmisson of knowledge 1o reduce
educational ﬁrpallbes and promote learners’ awareness of natural resources and ﬂu environment
through th i ipation of the ity and ed
Un and Wipataklas, zuzs: Additionally, learning through the local community's identity and cultural
hentage is illustrated by the "Creative dance performance Nhae Ane Lho Bong™ amed al promoting
cultiral awareness and dissemination { Tunthong, 2020, There is also an emphasis on the transmission
of local food knowledge, which combines varsous cultural miflsences from Thai, Chinese, Mah;r
Muslim. and Hindu tradstiens, ly found in the Sowthe ! inces. This p
of kocal food represents the preservation of cultural wisdom and the maintenance of traditional customs.
{Yamsrisuk, Jindapol and Leela, 2020). The Southern Andaman region, known for its numerous islands,
offers a pristine and beautiful natural environment, with abundamt beodiversity and coastal resources.
This includes vast mangrove forests and various marine life. The study of coastal Efestyles and marine
ecosystems through the explocation of the diversity of shellfish is an example of local initiatives

(D karak and Wongkamhaeng, 2022). € jon efforts al: d 1o the
Leatherback Sea Turtle el a protected species in Thailand. Additionally, there is

L . itis of small and large isband s which iRy
the diverse and cullurally rich Andaman Sea ities. These initiati hasize the

of community-based leaming, where leamers can directly acquire knowledge through the guidance of
educators who design suitable learnmg experiences that genumely promote students’ learning skills.

Learning Skills in Context of Multicultural Society

*Learning skills” refer to behaviors that demonstrate an individual's ability o employ various
learning methods and processes 1o seek diverse knowledge. This can be achieved through independent
learning or collaborative work with others, ultimately resulting in the creation of self-derived
Inowledge. These skills enable individuals 1o take the knowledge they bave acquired and apply it
creatively. allowing them to solve real-lifi problems e fectively (Khongeharoen, 2021). Leaming skills
are particularly crucial at the elementary education level, where it is necessary 1o cultivale genuine
learning skills that lead 1o the development of competencies and desirable attributes. This should be
dome in slignment with the multicalural sosictal context ss bighlighied by the 21stcentury sill

. The 21 skills ! four key of leaming
management: Core Subjects, Information, Media and Technology Skills, Learning and Innovation
Skills, and Life mdcmsnll.q?.m‘mh‘p r«zlu Century Skills, 2009; Brandr, 2010; Swangang,
2022). learning skil lide Reading, { W) Rriting, and { A) Arithmetic,
and 8Cs which are Critical Thinking and Problem Solving, Crestivity and Innovation, Cross Cultural
Unserstanding, Cellaboration Teamwuork and Leadership, Communication Informaticn and Media
Literacy, Computing and IT literacy, Career and Learning Self-reliance and Compassion, which will
miske students ready for long life learning. Therefore, it needed to design leaming process in accardance
with the current educational direction (Wetchasit, Sirisuthil and Agsormsua, 2020). So, leaming skills




in the context of multicultural society” refers to an mdivadual’s ability to leamn and understand various
content by utilizing their experiences and the multicultural society and culture that surrounds them.
These learning skills facus on recognizing and understanding the specific culture of the community or
society in which they ane immersed Additionally, they invelve being open 1o and appreciating the

d f cultural ves and di within the context of society and culture. These skills
enable ind 10 use the knowledge and fing of these cultural aspects in their learming
process and daily lives.

The h to i i learning ith ity-based learning

The learnce-centered snd community-based lesming approsch can take oa vasiow ypes. In
hi . learning ! ed, jom of learning skills
fioeelemensary students, which can be divided inkas s s types:

1. Integrated Learning within Lmn-(_ellnc Leaming Groups w.u‘ the Community as the
Foundation: This approach focuses on fknowledge, skills/p or desired
afttribules within the same learner-centric learning group. It aims 1o explore narratives, lopics, isswes,
problems, themes, ar experiences related 1o 2 specific leamer-centric leaming group while using the
community as a base. Learning can be managed by the teacher within the specific learner-centric
learning groug without interference from other learing groups. This type of leaming management is
beneficial for students 25 it promotes more effective leaming, as opposed to fragmented leaming that
lacks intercomnections.

2. Integrated Learning between Leamer-Centric Leaming Groups with the Community as the
Foundation: This approach involves linking leaming content, skills/processes. or desired altribules
between two or more leamer-centric learning groups under the community as the foundation. The
purpnuusmadd:us:msmmkkmmledgem\qmsuhnm Students will be able 10 conmect

th previesas ncrweslge s new dge, thereby developing 3 diverse rmnge of
knowlrslge and learning skills.

These h i with hased | i !
valusble insights for research arti 4 flective | that foster

connect learners, and promote a sense of community amoenyg students and teachers.

The approach 1o integrated learning management with community-based leaning, as
comceptualized by Melaville, Berg, and Blank (2006) -

1. Academically Based Community Servie: This appeaach aligns the scademic mission of
elementary schoals with the goals of th Ttinvolves &

the curniculum or courses 1o focus on community revitalization. This approach p'mud.n students with
a genuing opporiunily Lo study community issues and needs. Students can actively participate in
problem-salving within the commurity, using their learing skills 1o address these challenges.

2. Civie Education: Tl:e am of civie edut.auun = 1o puqmz mmpeml -m{ mpnnnH:
1

citizens. I
priiples: relovant to students am thedr experiences. This lenmming mansgement approach supports

students m understanding their role as citzzens llmuu@ expm:nnn] Inmmg that onnneus d:mﬂbt.

awn lives. Learning

h:bmg students explore therr roles as true calizens.

3. Environmental Education: Capitalizing on children’s inherent curiosity about the natural
world and secial interactions within it, environmental education utilizes the school's environment and
the i asa & foe students their own learning. This appeoach
stimulates learning skills through hands-on participation in addressing community problems, allowing
students 1o leam from their community’s environmental context.

4. PlaceBased Leaming: Place-based learning wtilizes the unique history, enviromment,
culture, and econoeny of a specific location to provide a context fior leaming. Student work is directed
towands meeting community needs ansd inlerests, and communily members are actively involved as
Il aspects of teaching and learning, This h provides students with the
oppartusity 1o bearn from real experiences, such as commumity learning centers, Jocal museums, or by
involving community experts in school activities, enabling students to gain direct experiences

5. Service Learning: Servi i i ice with acad dies. The
‘ i ity meeds id i i 4 are linked lemic b
offering students the q-.pununuy lw rzfleumn md celebration. Thes learnmg approach mvalves
students actively parti in needs I them with their
curriculm goals.

6. Work-Based Learning: Work-hased learning is a strategy thal engages elementary students

in spending time with experts, whether through mentorsbip relatioesbips, eole moeling situstons,or

1o bearn about . Thes approach enables students 1o leam from

experienced individuals who are comected to professions within the community, fostering a rich and
immersive understanding of different occupations.
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The Southern Andaman region includes the provinces of Ranang, Phang -.sa Phuiket, Krabi, and Trang.
This region & di bya social context This diversity

culture, local wisdam, traditian, way of life, and invalusble resources. These variows dimensins and
attributes serve as essential edicational resources, affering experiential leaming opportunitics for leamers.
This approach aligns with the contemparary cdicational emphasés on enabling leamers to engage in
authentic and meaningful leaming expericnces. So. this article aims to present an integrated commaunity-
based learning appraach in the mubticultural socicty of the Southern Andaman Coast. fostering clementary
stisdents ta connect knawledge with real-lifi experiences to enhance muthentic learning skills.

Key words: Elementary education, Integrated learning, Community based learning, Leaming skills.
Multicubtural society



