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ABSTRACT

Different countries have different methods of creating characters. The Chinese method of character
formation is a combination of strokes. These are pictorial characters where one character represents one
meaning. Some Chinese characters have more strokes than others, which can cause barriers to literacy for
Thai learners. How to help learners become more literate is a difficult issue. Native Thai Chinese teachers
will give learners who have no basic knowledge of the Chinese language additional information on the
origins of Chinese characters, their evolution, basic strokes and the way they are formed. If you look
deeper into the internal structure of a Chinese character you can see that there are several characters
within a single character. To reduce the incidence of writing errors, teachers instruct learners to observe
and analyse Chinese characters, using this method to enhance their observational skills and enable them to
learn literacy more effectively.

In this study, twenty Chinese words were selected from the vocabulary of HSK Levels 1 to 6.,
i, 7B, AR, B, e, B, PR, B, R, S, B, Bl i, S, B, v Fe, Hr, 2 and o7 are
used to create the picture. The pictures were observed and analysed with simple explanations, followed by
audio and video interviews with thirty native Thai Chinese teachers. The results of the interviews showed
that all the native Thai Chinese teachers agreed that the observation and analysis method could improve
learners' observational skills and reduce errors in writing Chinese characters, that it could give them a
deeper understanding of Chinese characters, and that it could support the teaching of Chinese characters
in the classroom. In addition to the above findings, it was also found that 60 per cent of the teachers
believed that the observation and analysis method should be based on an explanatory step and 54 per cent
believed that a presentation should be used to guide learners through the observation and analysis of
Chinese characters. In conclusion, the observation and analysis method has been very helpful to Thai
Chinese learners.

Key Words: observation method; Observation Skills; Chinese characters teaching
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