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Abstract

This article aimed to categorize Chinese idioms from characters and
behaviors, and study the structure and classify phrases of Chinese idioms. Data
used in this research were obtained from a Chinese’s Catchy Idiom Book of
Arsom Siam- Chinese Study (2020). The findings revealed that Chinese idioms
were originated from different characters which could be divided as 1) jealousy,
2) trickery, 3) ostentatiousness, 4) ignorance, 5) flattery, 6) wickedness, 7) cruelty
and 8) stubbornness. The Chinese idioms based on behaviors could be categorized
as 1) behavior of a dignified person, 2) behavior of a careless person, 3) behavior
of a sticky person, 4) behavior of a selfish person, and 5) behavior of an
incompetent person. The phrasal structure of Chinese idioms contains only 6
types including coordinative phrase dk#&i#4), subject-verb phrases (215174,
verb-objective phrase @31 4H), endocentric phrase (i iEi74H), numeric-classifier

phrase #&E 174 and prepositional phrase (fiid] Al 4H).

Keywords: Chinese idiom, Phrasal structure, Character, Behavior, Folklore
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