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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were to study the characteristics of cultural ecology in relation to the
settlements in Phuket Province, and to study the management concept of components in vernacular
landscape architecture in relation to Phuket people’s ways of life. In the study, the “cultural ecology”
framework was used for studying the area-based relationship under the concept of “Khuan Pa Na Le”
(meaning mountain-forest-farm-sea) in relation to the settlements of 4 ethnic groups: New Thai or Chao Le
(fishermen), Muslim Thai, Buddhist Thai, and Chinese Thai. The case study was performed in 18 communities
of 3 districts of Thalang, Mueng Phuket, and Kathu. The qualitative research included literature review, surveys,
data records, photography, arrangement of component layouts, and interview. The data were analyzed and
synthesized to find the characteristics of component and management in vernacular landscape architecture
in Phuket under the systems of culture and local wisdom in relation to cultural ecology. The study results
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revealed that the management concept of vernacular landscape architecture in Phuket consisted of 2 relative
factors: 1.cultural ecology as a determinant on life models, and 2. cultural ecology as man-made creative
environment. Regarding the concept of landscape architecture and the settlements of the community ethnic
groups, the management could be classified into 3 areas: 1. sea area i.e. beaches and coastal plains (brackish
water / mangrove forests), 2.lowland area, and 3. mountainous area. Accordingly, there are some factors
connecting them as the whole of living in accordance with geography under Phuket’s concept of “Khuan Pa
Na Le” (meaning mountain-forest-farm-sea). The management characteristics of the vernacular landscape
architecture should be different according to ways of life, cultures, religions, and beliefs.

Keyword : concept local wisdom from settlements vernacular architecture ethnicity Phuket Province
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