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Human Error Identification by using SHERPA:

Systematic Human Error Reduction

and Prediction Approach Technique

Totsapon Butmee* and Atitaya Jitiamnong**

Abstract

Human error can occur with every people. Understanding the mechanism of human
error is important to find potential solutions to prevent them. The objective of this article was
to describe how to perform SHERPA technique for identifying human error.

The SHERPA technique was firstly developed for identifying human error in nuclear
industry. Nowadays, this technique has been accepted to be used widely in general industries.
The main benefits of this technique are reliable and easy to learn and apply. However, some
limitations of the technique are that the result does not provides quantitative probability of
the human error. In addition, it might spend long time for some large and complex industries.
There are eight steps of the SHERPA technique. The results can explain five types of human
errors including 1) Action Errors 2) Checking Errors 3) Retrieval Errors 4) Commmunication Errors; and
5) Selection Errors. The results can also describe consequences, recovery, probability, criticality,

and remedial strategy.
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1. umin

asfomanadudaiiAntulluTiausyi iuvennudynau wu mawaeo i sl le
uwnuendily nsiuienatsin mMsdsfennuiinngy Anulianainuisesswesywd WuauRanaie
@ntiesitonawensuld emnlailfdsansenusiedinuasnindduss1sieuss usmmiinnainuisoeig
voanyudflionseuiuld mnediinmufanaiatuudiornilugaudsmededinuasninga
ot19510u5e 917 Mstuiniesiuvesinduaziinanuiiawanslumsmunueiesdulsile uaznsridn
vouwdmaeudardnlfluesesauldliily gifmnoussiifeduansmanisaiAnanani
Hana1aveaywd (HSE, 1999) wiu lud e.A. 1986 Aeutunselssiniduedesweludisedafivssne
gy FadugiRmameluedesieusiaalulssiimanindanuiundes Wl a.a 1979 RegiRme
lsslihduedeivludleduaud Ussmmanigeuidni awmnainanuunnieslunsufifnuves
i uaglud aa. 1984 mnsalansiafiifieilvadiuin Union Carbide Bhopal Ussineduide
Fsafremnudemeundsnudunanii dmsuluusamalne Lalitlak Tharekes (2020) l9seauadia
YsmaiingtRivinaneInaeIuI1 auvardnyesnsiingURiveunnnit fesaz 70.00 etesiy
Tadeuyudvsatindu

anuiananaesuyed [Wuamlaeassithlugnafnetimnannsvhauuasmiugyde
TunszUIUNITHER 3MNNISANIVEY Winkle (2016) 1891431 Faeag 93.50 V29gURAMRINNTVUY
Lﬂuwammﬂmmﬁmwmmmwwé (human error) uaﬂmﬂﬁmsﬁﬂmmm Vathasil Vasasiri Wag Kitisak
Ploypanichcharoen (2017) danuin Tunszuaunsusznausewmasaudagas (spindle motor) dmsu
gunsaifmfutoyandnveuniesneufinmes (hard disk drive) funstuneuliifuluaudervun
fanvmnananuianainnuyudduesdusznaundn fesar 75.60 vasilamitanun el
AomanemosyudannsouUdldidunanaussinn (HSE, 1999) Wdud 1) anumdamaa (slip) iy n1siwae
Dnaindtininuumuniadalsn mMavyuNnadauiaununisUauia 2) n1svasiu (apse) Wy wnme
Aunesdiordnlluiesauld wihoduduneunisuftiou 3) anufiands (mistake) wu Wi
dndulaieTesamesluanimermailimngan winenliufimussuuioumnuuasndeiilesan
nsvnenunlalussuudiou MafinrnuRanaIavesyydetalianunuanuateade W n1sll
Fodrfnsnuauns dediasuanud mumzaila anud anueTen MssnufnAuly enanseiu
N5UINANS kaENSUIRYTEAUNITE]

mimLLuﬂmmmwmmmmuwaLﬂuaamﬂm‘mmwﬂwmmﬂmmmmmwmmamuwa
wazannsnvhuielenianisinaufianarsldaami sueetosiuldliiAeauRanainiy
TuthgiudnidelddimatmuiaiesfiouasmadeiinngiauRanainuesuyudiuununing 1wy
wAilA Systematic Human Error Reduction and Prediction Approach (SHERPA) (Embrey, 1986)
WwAlA Human Error Template (HET) (Marshall et al., 1970) inaila Technique for the Retrospective
and Predictive Analysis of Cognitive Error (TRACET) (Isaac, Shorrick & Kirwan, 2002) waginaiia
Human Error Assessment and Reduction Technique (HEART) (Williams, 1986) Faluusiazisfivauiun
nsUszgndld dof dadosiuandretuly wu wmafla TRACEr gniftmunduifielddmsunisaiuay
N595191591981Me nAllA HEART gﬂﬁﬁumﬁﬁmﬁaisﬂuqmmmmﬁaLﬂﬁﬂ% wala HET Qﬂﬁwmﬁﬁu
el flugnanmnssunistu wagldfimsthiuszgndldlugnamnssuimnly dwsumaia SHERPA gn
fatunsausniielilugnamnssuiuades
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Tutlagtumeda SHERPA Tigninnussgndltlugaanvinssurialuognaunsvians 1w Ghiyasi
et al. (2018) levinmsfnyusennuesnuilianaInaInnIsne1uia (medical errors) lungunenuia
urunanidu vedlsmerualulssmadnilegldmaila SHERPA Han153denudn lemalunisiinainy
AANAIAINANTNEWIAUNUNANIEY HT11UINH 610 Useiam ;:ﬁ"ffaLauaLLuz'jwamﬁﬁmfmuﬁa
thluduwmiunsdesiullifiAnenuiiowaranianiswenua lvansadivganmnsliiins
vaamneuakazifineuUaeaselituauldls nsAinwives Dadear, Tehrani & Borgheipour (2017)
Uszgndltinaiia SHERPA leUszifiulazduunaufanainvesfufsRnuanifesssuvisnlu
Uspinadusu wansisenulomaiaaufisnainvesuywdluanidiome 113 Usson lngUssum
ﬁuaqmmﬁﬂwamﬁwumﬂﬁqmﬁa nsnsyvhiiemana (action erron) $owag 51.33 Ussiavawiianain
finutiosiigafe mnaRsmanslumsmsieans (communication eror) $eeag 3.54 MsANWIVBY Hughes
(2015) lsuszgndltinaiia SHERPA ilovhunglonaiinnruianaislunisifansaluinsedri
vosnenasaidenans Wothuailduduwnmalumsanuastesturuianannvesiiefiens
wiindu Mnmsfnudsfingandreiu Feelddn wefla SHERPA W3S msduunawAianaInves
uyudTiATgnisuils (Stanton et al, 2017) Felmmnindefouarliiumudeslunmminldifeduun
AismaavesywdluAanssusine wisgdlsinslulsamdlvedifunamiieoussuieifeontu
Frsussidiumsfisnainvesuyudfemedail fuiuluunanuiasdousiuieistunountssiuun
AruAanaaesywdiemaia SHERPA Tasluusastuneuazasuneenwiidladowasde
anunsaiseuslamenues feruamnsahluldidunuimsdunmsiwelonadinrnuianainlunis
vhauuazAansaluiinusziriuitedestulilliAnauiianaiasely

2. ATamiEng uazauluunvaunaiin SHERPA

wAlla SHERPA #911310 Systematic Human Error Reduction and Prediction Approach
Juwadialunisiuundszivanuiianainuazyinunglonaianiuiananuesuyue Lwﬂﬁﬂﬁgﬂ
fimuntunausnlag Embrey (1986) ileldussifiuloniafinaruiianainvesuyss (human error)
Tugmamvnssuiinedes lutlagtumaila SHERPA lsigninanuszendldlugpanmnssuiluegaunsmane
doUssiiulssivvesmsfiananuesyusiieraasiniuluiunouresnisyiey

3. WnQUszasd nsilulssendld defuazdadas

wiAtla SHERPA §ngUszasdiiadunanuiianainvesuywsd (human error identification)
- a &£ A a ] ° Y Ao a wa
e1vzindulunurseanssusne awnsatldussendldlalugnamnssunniuninisufianu
vosuywd welaldumaiafiiiunisnaaeauninugnaes (validation studies) uas defd1Anyves
watladlloun 1) anugnassdndede 2) fuanuideuldlunatgqgeamnssu 3) desenislday

= 1% o w v v A A o v v

warn1siseus (Stanton et al, 2017) dwsudedesfe 1) gnanvnssuvuialngvisenuniaududou
radldalunmsusslivAeutnann enaviiiseuinde 2) Aessedludunaunsiauniuafiuty
(Hierarchical task analysis: HTA) Wumsiiuanselunisvieu
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4. supsumsusafiudrewmaiin SHERPA

ﬁm%’u%umaumsﬁwLLuﬂmmﬁ@wmmmwwéﬁ’mwmﬁﬂ SHERPA fitunoudes fiamun
8 4umau (Stanton et al,, 2017) Fai

Sumaudl 1 MdeszitunauMsiIUMuEUTY (Hierarchical task analysis: HTA)

MRS ITTuReUN ST UALEUTY Ao msTiseiRanssalusueeniy
dutumeunisvhautosn Juneda Hierarchical task analysis (HTA) léignianntulae Annett
(2004) MFAPsERTumeUMINUlRE IR TS vunmnevd ey (goals) Whwaneeos (sub-goals)
ﬂﬁﬂg‘jﬁ’&ﬁ@lﬁmiqﬁmmﬂ (operations) LAYANTIURLTURDY (plans) NaINNITUILTUILDTUNY
Aansslunuiug wavansnthdeyaidesiululdifevssdumeiutafouyudieiitug wu weda
SHERPA dmsutuneumsUssdiunmsvhaudemaia HTA eghsasidenannsadnuiiaialdan
At 1 Tagnsussdiviimuniinemdn (gsoal 0) vesnuie “nsdusasudifessaludadiie
sgelaende” JusemAensivuatinedes (sub-goals) Wudumen un
1. mInsraaeusa 2. mimadudaisde 3. msanimeiosoud 4. Msmuay

soe0s uay 5. Mavgaiiefeiivane Taefimausuufsinmudunou 1 8 5 muddu Plan 0: 1-2-3-
4-5) dmsunaimnedesenatiianssudesdn Wy luduseunisasiedause (sub-goal 1) AziiAanssu
gou Ioln 1.1 N199529d0UADT0 1.2 NMIATINADULUIN 1.3 MIRTIadeUies 1.4 nsnsivdeusyuuli
1.5 MIATIREEUNsZan 1.6 MInsadeussiuitudomas %aﬁmsammuiﬁﬂﬁﬁ’amm%umau (Plan 1:
1-2-3-4-5-6) dusuunatmnnesesenaldiifanssuges wu msaadudeissy dunavidmineeos
Lifianssudesudn Mirenssuiiegsnuaisgavesusazitivanedesluiiaszsidemnaila SHERPA
maly

0 mstusadeieionludiduidosedrsuaansy
Plan 0: 1-2-3-4-5
[ I ] I ]
1 ATI9aausn 2 maindniisde 3 aminaTaIous 4 Pyugusa 5 wgasaulatiaimng
| |
Plan 1: 1-2-3-4-5-6 Plan 3: 1-2-3-4
o v o . 5.1 anAULEY
B [ 3.1 WU 4.1 \wnnes 1
H1.1 nsasudon 0
. 4.2 \Wiuanuia 5.2 wilpuLusa
—{ 3.2 wilsuiusa - &
1.2 AT19dULUTA kL Navign
3.3 1 Unaing 4.3 AunN v o
o . o . L — 5.tfipseen
H1.3 asiasuifies LATDIEUA AL

1.4 asavaeuly

M 1.5 AdoUNIEIN

1.6 n3vsvAULITY

Amd 1 fregrawadiléainnisusediu Hierarchical task analysis (HTA)
731: Stanton et al., 2017
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JuRaud 2 nsuusUsznnvasnanssuluau (Task classification) WuUaUsznnvoInaINTIU

Tusueanidu 5 Usztan laun
1. M35 (action) Wy Nsnady duaind Wauses
2. Mnadeya (retrieval) 1w n1sfuteyaanmindauanxa
3. 115759980V (checking) 11U N15ATIERUTURBUNTTTNIY
4. n3\@en (selection) Wy NMSERNMEITLNIUIINMANE T
5. Asdeanstieya (information communication) L9 MsAeansAUfUHY
%umauﬁ 3 ﬂ’l‘sﬁi"lLLun‘Uiszlmmﬁﬂ‘wmﬂ%aﬂ&lqwﬂ‘ (Human error identification: HEI)
msUszifiusiemaiia SHERPA druunusziananuiianainveuyudeanidu
5 Uswum Tnesuunmulssavmesianssilunuludunouit 2 Ssmnufiananeluwsiazdssan @unse
wisnuanvazeandulszinndeny lagldnisszymesiasisnusuaziiay wu Al As n1snszein
Fiomeisesuduly (operation too long/short) C1 Aensaziiun1snsiadau (check omitted) R1
nsluldsuteya (information not obtained) Fannsedt 1
Fumaud 4 nsessinansTnuRiazinty (Consequence analysis)
fie MIBsUIEANUIEEEVE aNaNIENUTIeN R AnTUR N AVIIRANANATIS LN
Tudunouil 3 1Wu Sazviumsnsivaeudosa nansenuiiaziintuiedosaesldaulillduazeravile
\ing UL
Sunaudi 5 N15AATIENNTIAAY (Recovery analysis)
fio MslAsesiszaznaIMsiAuANRaNaTR Wy MsDaluaindieSoseudiin
suhlilslaninsaanimiaiessudldazsioadinsgiu (recovery) Tngviudt (immediate)
Sunauii 6 nMsdasziloniaiia (Ordinal probability analysis)
mMyinzilenanisiinauianain gnuusesnidu 3 seau laun
_ #rmnuiiamanndnvardlinenetuindeuluenalhidu Temadinm (ow: L)
_ Frerufiemanadnuarimeintulueislidu Temadaunas (medium: M)
~ Ermufiananednvarineiintuves q T lenaiings (high: H)
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2202 JaquWadad

M19197 1 UszanauEananvadayed (human error types)

UsznnAuianaInvasuyed (human error types)

N1SNIEHINRANAIN

(action errors)

AMURANANATUNITATAVEDU

(checking errors)

AMURANAINTUNI5ETD

‘fllaga (retrieval errors)

AMURAWAIN LUN5HBENS

(communication errors)

AMURAWAIN LUNISEADN

(selection Errors)

Al - NsnszyinAeusaduniull

(operation too long/short)

C1 - a¥IUNISAIIVEDU
(check omitted)

R1 - Wildsutoya

(information not obtained)

11 - Yoyau1ANIHoaNs
(information not

communicated)

S1 - agIuNSLaen

(selection omitted)

A2 — ANTASLYINRALIAN

(operation mistimed)

C2 - mMsnsraaouiilyl
auysal (check incomplete)

R2 - Sudeyaiin (wrong

information obtained)

12 - HoansUoyaiiia (wrong

information communicated)

S2 — LAaNRAN

(wrong selection made)

AINr 2 "ON ST °|OA :Y}|eaH pue Alsjes Jo [e

A3 — ANSASEYINRATIANIG

(operation in wrong direction)

C3 - N3NTINADUTNYNABY
UWIRG/FUNUNRR
(right check on wrong

object)

R3 - Suteyalinsuiiu
(information retrieval

incomplete)

13 - doansteyanlinsudiu
(information communication

incomplete)

Ad — m'iﬂizﬁﬁ‘ﬁ'ﬁaﬂ%%amn
\Auly (operation too little/

much)

C4 - MINTIADUTNIRAUU
TMR/Bunuign (wrong
check on right object)

o a ¥

A5 — M3ATEMNEAATU (misalign)

ee

C5 — ATIVEBUNALIAN

(check mistimed)

A6 - M3nseygnaesuuing/
FUNUNRR

(right operation on wrong

object)

C6 — NSNTIVEDUNAUY
TNO/BUNUNRA (wrong

check on wrong object)

G9G2 MBLEMS - WLEUSUHEBILEIEN 2 WNNE GT

RIBLYEE

b

MLURE

NNC

~



UssnnAuRawaInvaduyed (human error types)

ASNSEVINRANAIN

(action errors)

[

AT — NsnsEYTRAULINg/
Funungn
(wrong operation on right

object)

A8 — A¥LIUNNSNTLIIN

(operation omitted)

A9 - nMsnsgyiiilalauysel

(operation incomplete)

A10 - NM3nIEIRAULIng/
FUNUNHA
(wrong operation on wrong

object)

AnuRanatnlung AnuRanaInlunIstnne | AuRanainlunisdodns
7999daU (checking %’aga (retrieval errors) (communication errors)
errors)

AMURANAIATUNIS

1@an (selection

Errors)
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5umau1'7i 7 mﬁmswﬁmmqmwa (Criticality analysis)
mMnTgimLsuLsaloRaaRanaasnsoulsldidu 2 s o sedy
M (low) wagsedugs (high) TasunfAthariiananaztlugnisingifnisaiisuusefasimumiu
ANTUNSITEAUES
fumauii 8 M1yAATEiNAINISEE81 (Remedy analysis)

#o sunelumaninesmslumsdeewieuyeienan Tneunfaziauouus
wumnslunistlestiulalldiAnanufiananaiudn Tiun niseenuuunszuIumsvideszuu Tag Stanton
(2017) waueuuzUssinnuuinistunisdaaiuuilaly 4 Ussiam laun

1. MssenuuLLAasile (equipment) 19U MssenLUUMSsUTUUguAdosilolvsl

2. N30UTY (training) W MsUFulasunsiineusuifiedesturuRananves
WY

3. MIDDNLUUTURDU/NTEUILUNT (procedures) iU N13eaNLULTURBUNTS
aulvsiunusuuiay

4. nsidrusluseRuesdng (organizational) 1wy n1sUsuAsuulsuense
TUUSTIUANUUARANY

Tuunenuflazenegmamsduunauianaiavesnsdfemaiia SHERPA
dmsu “nstusoeudifessaluifiddesedisaende” elifeuAnanutrlafesiunsyssii
fheimaiin SHERPA 1nntiu Tasuanamansinmesiluunsdenitu duandunisd 2
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A15199 2 ﬁaasifmwan'mi’munﬂt;'mﬁﬂwmmmquéﬁwm@ﬂ SHERPA (Systematic Human Error Reduction and Prediction Approach)

Supeu | Ussamaany | Areduteainufiawann | wanssvnuiiiedu N3y Tonaiin AMNFULSY [wmsnisnastiasiuudly
A1SN19U NAwana (error description) (consequence) (recovery) (probability) | (criticality) | (remedial strategy)
(task step) [(error mode)
1.1 C1 avlIuMIATIRaUaeT | desnldauliliuas Tneviui Uunan a9 PONIUUTEUUNTHHOY
(omit to check wheels) | 019vilingdfme | (immediate) (medium) (high)
C2 nyyaaeuliauysol
(Incomplete check)
1.2 C1 AzIUNIATINEDUIZUY | SPUUIUTND1RVINGIU | Teeviuf Uuna GR DONLUUIZUUNITLADUY
L3N (omit to check laifiuszansnw (immediate) (medium) (high)
2 break) AR URAwe e
nyyaaeuliauysol
(incomplete check)
13 C1 Az IUNIATINEDUIEUY | S2UULAETOIYINIU Tngyiui Uuna g PONLUUTTUUNTLFDU
\ABs (omit to check gean)| laifiusz@nsnw (immediate) (medium) (high)
C2 nyvaaeuliauysel AR URwme e
incomplete check
1.4 C1 azlunsadeuszuuln | ssuulenalivineu|  Teeviui GN GN DONULUUIZUUNITLFOU
(omit to check lights) ilviingufimela | (immediate) (high) (high)
nyvaaeuliauysel
C2 (incomplete check)

=7
v

"~

LN 2 UNNE GT

~
.

MRYILL:

MLURE2ENRUBRE

A

G9G2 MULEHS - R

Nl

~
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220z Jaquiadad - AINf 2 "ON GT '[OA :U}eaH Pue AJJes JO [eUInoF| g T
—
(@)

fugeu | Usmamanu | Aeduisaufianann | wansenuiiiadiy n13HAY Tonafin | Awguwse [wnsnismstdasiuuile
157194 NAWann (error description) (consequence) (recovery) (probability) | (criticality) | (remedial strategy)
(task step) |(error mode)
1.5 C1 avliun1IATIRaeunsEan | vilvuedlinln lneviui i GR -
(omit to check mirrors) | ibAngUAwnla | (immediate) (low) (high)
nyyaaeuliauysel
C2 (incomplete check)
C1 azlunsnandoussiu | dfununnouds None U1unang i DONLUUIZUUNITLADUY
ihifunagndenu omit | fivane (medium) (low)
to check oil and energy
level)
C2 nyyaaeuliauysol
(incomplete check)
2 A8 ldmadudnilsie NANYMNEAINRT None U1unang 6N DONLUUITZTUUNITLADY
(fail to fasten seat belt) | uaglgsunisuinidu (medium) (high)
$rausailoiin
QURLYR

®

T -
LR AREAR

-~

=7
v

FLEWILEISN ¢ unne Gi

13

MLUREZBLNRUYCE

Nl

~
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)
o
=
(7]
Q
=
L
<
QO
=)
(=8
=
(0]
QO
=
=
<
=k
=
[6)]
=
e
N
(<
=
<
1
o
@
(@}
@
3
o
@
=
n
o
N
n

fumeu | Usmanaau | Aesuisaufianann | wanszmuiiiadiy N3y Tonmafin | ARuguuse |uesnisnistasiuudly
1511974 NAwann (error description) (consequence) (recovery) (probability) | (criticality) [remedial strategy)
(task step) |(error mode)
3.1 A5 \HeUnaUITORA llanansoaniim Laeviud 1 1 PONWUUTTUUNIIFBY
(fail to insert the key) S esusle (immediate) (low) (low)
3.2 Ad dwiinlunsvieusn | ldanansoanin lneviui i 6N PONLUUTEUUNTHABY
Tawungay i3nseudlduarens | (immediate) (low) (high)
(fail to hit the break) i lAAngURLe
A6 WM ULUTNRABY
(right operation on
wrong object)
33 A3 Tnduaindiniossudin | liaunsoaniv Loeviui i i PONLUUTEUUNITHOUY
AU (switch engine in \3eseudld (immediate) (low) (low)

wrong direction)
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5. a3u

MsduunANERanaIave Iy Edmenaila SHERPA lumadaidanugndesindede
fesomslinunazniaieud annsmhludssgndlilugramnssunazfanssumsiauiluls
fiunoundn 8 tumou Idun 1) milnmesitureunwhaumu sty 2) msulsssnnvesians
Tuau 3) MITMUNUTLNNANURANAIATDIIYYE 4) medlneikansEnuTianiniuy 5) myline
MsgAu 6) mIenzilenaiin 7) mIdeneiauguuss 8) maleneinamsiBeeudly sadils
MnmAeTeiilrruidenaiamisRanaeesywdusasUssnvluAanssunsiiny Gemunso
ihldusummdunsmnesmstiostuivanzan WeliliAnanuianainvesyudtuluouacld
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