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A Multimodal Discourse Analysis of Public Speaking:
A Case Study of Sir Ken Robinson

Kanokwan Khaopho1 and Davika Sakkompon92
i English for Communication Program, Faculty of Industry and Technology,
Rajamangala University of Technology Isan Sakon Nakhon Campus

*Corresponding Author: Kanokwan.ko@rmuti.ac.th and davika.ta@rmuti.ac.th

Absiract

The purpose of this sftudy is to analyze multimodal communicative sirategies used
in a TED talk entitled ‘Do schools kill creativity?’ delivered by Sir Ken Robinson which is listed
as one of the most popular TED tfalks of all time. The study concerns about three semiotic
resources including verbal massages, non-verbal massages, and paraverbal massages. In this
study, some examples of multimodal communication were presented. The results revealed how
verbal massages, non-verbal massages, and paraverbal massages interrelate to create clearer
meanings for the audience. Paraverbal massages frequently guides the audience to a particular
interpretation and highlight key information fo make it memorable. While non-verbal massages
usually reinforce and complement the perception of the audience. The results of this study can
be useful for professionals who use this genre in their everyday life, and also for ELT course

and materials developers who use this genre as a pedagogical tool in teaching English.

Keywords: Multimodal Discourse Analysis, Public Speaking, TED talks
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A Study of Communicative Strategies Performed on TED Talks:
A Case Study of Sir Ken Robinson

Kanyarat Yotharit' and Davika Sokkampong2
1T English for Communication Program, Faculty of Industry and Technology,
Rajamangala University of Technology Isan Sakon Nakhon Campus

*Corresponding Author: kanyarat.yo@rmuti.ac.th and davika.ta@rmuti.ac.th

Abstract

The objective of this sfudy is to analyze types and frequencies of communicative
strategies in TED talks entitled ‘Do schools kill creativity?’ delivered by Sir Ken Robinson
which is listed as one of the most popular TED talks of all time. This study adopted framework
of Carlo (2015) and Carette (2018). The results revealed that humor was the most frequently
communicative strategies used by the speaker in the opening and the body following by giving
rhetorical questions, telling some stfory/anecdote, and quoting. In the closing, the speaker ended
the talks by calling for action, quoting, and raising the hope for the future. The results of this
study will help illustrating the real communicative techniques that the speakers used in delivering
messages o achieve the purposes of the falk. The resulis of this study will also equip EFL
tfeachers with real spoken communicative strategies which may be useful for teaching speaking

skills for EFL learners.

Keywords: Communicative Strategies, Public Speaking, TED Talks
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