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‘Durian Journey’ would like to welcome all of you to the route
of Phuket Local Durian which is arranged by Art and Culture
Center of Phuket Rajabhat University and Communication Arts
Faculty of Management Sciences Phuket Rajabhat University. They
contribute various kinds of projects and activities for developing
locality in term of education, economy, society, and environment.
As well as encouraging students to gain more of working skill that
blending between the intelligence of locality and Communication
Arts.

“Community knowledge management: hundreds of intelligence

”

Phuket locality Durian stories.” is especially created for students
in class 61 who had previously participated in social engineer
training under the Communication Arts intern course. They visited
the Durian farm at Si Sunthon Subdistrict, Thalang district, Phuket
and Bang Mag Durian farm in Komala subdistrict, Kathu district,
Phuket where they can bring skills from classroom learning to

hand-on practice in community.

The story that we are going to convey through the article from
now on will bring everyone to know the path of local durian in
Phuket. We are going to tell you from the beginning of the durian
farmer’s way of life until passing it through costumer’s hands and

mouth. Let’s enjoy this delicious journey together.
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General stories
of Phuket local
durian

Species Phuket Durian

Phuket is known for its unique durians as its outstanding in terms of
delicious taste. Phuket Durian farmers therefore place great impor-
tance on choosing durian cultivars. They were trying their best to find
the species that suit to the soil and weather conditions. Some of

them have durian breeders that are up to 100-200 years old.






Great breeders produce
excellent quality

Mr. Suthikit Tamchu or Go Pao, chairman of Si Sunthon Durian Group Tell a
secret of the cultivation of durian for sale that “we have to make it right from
the start. Picking out the best species in order not to waste time. If the bad
species are planted when we get the produce, we can't sell it anywhere.”

Go Pao’s durian farm uses a combination of cultivation strategies. There is 70
percent of local durians and 30 percent of others. The popular local durians are
Sao Phuang, Sao Krasob, Thong Rung kom, Mae Tao, Tud Nao, Lueang Kang Tang,
Ai Rue, Nham Yak, Thong Ta Tant, Nam Thong, and Thong Bum Rung. Durian that
has been on all of the contest stage guaranteed by booking orders throughout the
harvesting season. His farm is also the main center of the members qualifying
durian quality and selecting from each one of them to enter the real plot.
Furthermore, It is also a center for distribution and development of local durian
species.

A member of the Si Sunthon durian group has jointly developed their own
durian plantation to be certified by GAP (Good Agriculture Practices) which is a
guideline for good and proper farming. At the present, 27 out of 54 members are
certified and they can be sold in department store as well as exported legally.

Si Sunthon durian farmers mainly grow local durian. Later, more species were
planted as well such as Mon Thong, Chani, and Kanyao. Each of them are popular
and meet the needs of consumers to have more options to try.
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The uniqueness and taste
of 100 years old Si Sunthon

It can’t be any place expect Baan Li Porn or Si
Sunthon Durian farm as the taste of durian is so
sweet, custardy taste, with the texture of
creamy cheesecake. Here could be regard as the
most famous durian garden in Phuket.

Surely, different area would produce different
products. As a result, Baan Si Sun thon durian
has an unique taste and characteristic that any
place could not be compare. It tastes absolute-
ly pleasantly sweet, custardy taste, with a good
sense of smell that will urge everyone to try.
Furthermore, it is also organic along with
standard that is approved by GAP (Good Agricul-
ture Practice). There is no need to look for the
other farms as it already provides you a great
deal of quality and standard.

Local durian trees are more than 100 years
old. They are enormous and fairy strong. Most of
the leaves are evergreen and small and produce
quite abundant fruits. The majority of durian are
also rather small and the textures are a bit juicy
and sticky while the taste is rich in favor but
some part of its textures hide some slightly
bitter, together with some sweetness. This
unigueness invites people to visit and have a try

once.

(14
The bigger of its

size the firmer

of its texture
29

Non local durian has bigger leaves and fewer
fruits. The trees are only 20 years old. It is quite
weaker comparing to the local one. Because of
pruning ignoring, the branch could no longer
hold up the fruit. It fells down before the fruit
even ripe. This damages and rotten to its fruit.
So, if you want to prolong the tree, pruning is
something you have to concern. Frequently
pruning will reduce the weight of its fruit and
the fruit will stay last longer.

Lastly, for anyone who is interested in trying
this sweet, custardy taste, with the texture of
creamy cheesecake with GAP on it please come
and visit us at Baan Porn Bangkok or Si Sunthorn
farm only.
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Never ending of incomes.
Although, there is
no durian but we still have
plenty of local vegetable

22




Si Sunthorn Great Durian
Fresh from the farm to local durian

Si Sunthon Durian center is one of the market
places that providing both durian and durian
seedling.

(14
No need to knock when
it is all good anyways
29
Knocking is the common way for predicting
the texture, whether it ripen enough or not.
However, this method only uses for the non-lo-

cal one. In local durian we have to wait until it
drops automatically as it ripen.

Mr. Suthikit Tamsnchu or Go Pao, chairman of Si
Sunthon Durian Group also told about the
technique of buying local durian. Rule No.1,
focus mainly on smelling. The perfect one will
give you a strong scent touching the nose. Rule
No.2, look at the durian lobe. The full one will
give you lot of meat whereas the thin one will
give you nothing except shell. In contrast, the
lighter one will give you the better meat. The
heavy one is only full of seeds. And rule No.3,
look at its butt. The wider butt the more ripen it
will be. It will give you juicy meat. Consequent-
ly, his customers seem to have a good experi-
ence of buying durian from his farm. They give
others feedback and many new faces are
coming all along to his garden.

“ Reasonable price with brilliant quality ”

Tons of customers buy his durian via Facebook
Fan page. Many of them are interested in trying
this fascinating local fruit. But it could not ship

to farer place, as the fruit already ripen since it

fell down. Thus, Go Pao is all welcome any
durian lovers to visit and try it at his place. You
will definitely get to eat durian and will also gain
much more technics from the owner. Go Pao
secretly told me that if you buy a lot, he will
give you his bio-fermented water in return.

Si Soon Thorn durian farm has known since
they created a group in 2021. They went for
province festival, opened the farm for free
tasting, and broadcasted on many television
channels. Lots of people are festinated in
planting local durian in their backyard including
the local ourself.

The member of Si Sunthon group are helping
one another finding the greatest seedling. They
select the best of its seeding in each of
member’s farm. Breeding them in the seeding
house then expanding the seedings to the
farmers in and outside Phuket.

In the farm also have varieties of fruit and
vegetable that will produce it all year long even
at the end of durian season. Mangosteens,
Banana, and local vegetable will be available

annually.

“Never ending of incomes. Although, there
is no durian but we still have plenty of local
vegetables” Go Pao once told

In conclusion, Baan Li Porn or Si Sunthon
Durian farm is available for anyone who wish to
try and gain some experience of local fruit and
vegetables. Seedling also accessible in Moo 2 Si
Sunthon subdistrict Thalang district Phuket.
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Si Sunthon Local Durian
The beginning of Si Sunthon Durian

94

When the gold texture of local durian
is found, we have to breed them in order
to continue its quality

Mr. Suthikit Tamchu, head of the durian farm
has told that local durian has been planted in Si
Sunthon subdistrict for ages since there are lot
of agriculture areas. Normally, it can be sold for
only 40 - 50 bath per kilogram. Farmers were
lacking of fair income and being in the red. They
were lack of knowledge in term of product
developing and middleman negotiating. Later,
they grouped all the durian farmers to bargain
prices and develop its quality. At the presence,

29

Si Sunthon subdistrict has our own identity
durian called “Thong Bum Rung”. It typically
weights around 4-6 kilogram and could go up to
150 kilograms. It reaches the standard of great
local durian which is highly in favored, rich
custard, heavenly smell.
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Si Sunthon Durian Expert

Mr. Suthikit Tamchu (Go Pao), chairman of the
durian farm at Baan Lipon Bangkok (Baan Bang
Kham), Moo. 2, Si Sunthon Subdistrict, Thalang
District, Phuket Province. Mr. Papop Jinapak one
of the committees of Si Sunthon Durian farm.
There are 778 farms in total. Mostly or around
80 % plants native durian and the other 20 %
plants for commercial. The entire planting area
is 2,668 Rai where 2,480 Rai provides 879 trees.

Go Pao is the one who conveyed the whole
story of the big durian plantation. GAP is a
certificate proving that the agricultural products
are safe and academic maintaining is guaran-
teed.

In 2021, 11 plantations meet its quality and
be able to sell at the mall. The number is
increasing in 2022 to 15 plantations. Whereas 27
of their plantations use native durian stumps.

Go Pao is planning to make a bio-fermented
water in the next 2 years. Durian is like a woman
that need lot of attention and take a good care
of. For example, growing durian in the flat area
you have to mound the soil and giving them
spaces 8*8. As they scope the area for each of
the tree, so there has no troubles of pollens
mixing and genetic disorders. The holder can
also tell the texture. The ripen one will have a
bigger holder bottom than the top. Further-
more, Go Pao will continue developing these
kinds of things including beekeeping and so on.

Go Pao shared us experiences and made a
clear cut of each step. Every process is not easy
it needs a lot of attention in order to get an
effective result.

Local durian makeover

Not only the taste that quite unique and
delicacy but also the creative adaptation in
various ways lead Phuket local durian to new
unforeseen products.

Besides having durian as a fruit, everyone
might familiar with durian paste, durian chips, or
even durian yam. Those are common things that
we easily find in anyplace. But in Phuket, Baan Li
pon durian farm, they value every part of durian
tree and turn them to all kind of goods.

“In the near future, we plan to make
durian biscuit, shrimp durian crisp rice, and
durian ice cream in order to make more
money to our group. Yet we still have long
way to go as our team are lack of profession-
als and studies. Even so, we could get into
the community enterprise and invite the
specialize to short cut all the process and be
able to have all find of durian products as we
wish for.” - Suttikieat Tamchu or Go Pao
chairman of the durian farm in Baan Lipan
Bangkok (Baan Bang Kam) gave us a speech of
durian future ideas.
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The best durian species
in Southern Thailand

Wild durian or Kamala durian is an ancient native species. They named "Wild
durian" because it grows independently in the forest. The Kamala villagers
collect durians and sell them in the city. They also distribute the seeds to
one another for plating and it becomes widely spread in Kamala. Otherwise,
there are no longer wild anymore as it is common to find and available in
farms now.

Mr. Somphot Maisaprao or Bang Mag, owner of an old durian plantation in
Kamala area, gave information that “Kamala durian is a local species that can only
be tasted once a year”. The unique thing about Kamala durian is “We have to
wait for the fruit to fall from the tree by itself cutting will change the taste.
And, when the fruit begins to ripen, it gives off a fragrant aroma. That means
it's time for us to unwrap and eat the sweet, fragrant and delicious taste of
Kamala durian.”
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The uniqueness and taste
of Kamala Durian

¢

Kamala durian is well known because
of its taste. Good taste may be influenced
by the cultivated soil and
environment surrounding.

Khun Somphot Maisaprao (Bang Mag) has told
that wild and local are type of durians that can
be found in his farm. Each durian tree will give
different taste. His durians smell good, sweet,
and some of them are slightly bitter. The flesh is
light yellow and soft. Some have lot of pillows
some are few depending on the species.

29

Kamala durian is well known because of its
taste. Good taste may be influenced by the
cultivated soil and environment surrounding.
Most of them are taking place on the hill and
the forest. In addition, in April 2017, Kamala
durian was promoted to register Gl (Geographi-
cal Indication) from the Ministry of Commerce as
it is an unique durian in town. As a result of,
Kamala durian become famously outstanding.
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From the tree to the shelf

We are all waiting for the “durian season”.
Bang Mag Durian farm is also one of the top list
that people also looking forward to. Bang Mag is
the only caretaker of his farm. He himself
waiting for durian to drop off to the ground and
carry it back to his home. He divides into two
groups; ripen and broken. As a result, he can
take care of each one of them intensively.

There are local and non-local durians in his
farm. Non-Local durian can be sold right away
whereas the local durian has to rest for 2 or 3
more days. A couple days of resting will ripe the
fruit and turn the lobes to golden. And if the
fruit is too juicy, villagers will stir them to the
durian paste instead.

Bang Mag sells durian as a fruit through online
via his personal Facebook and Bang Mag
GardenKamala Fanpage or at the Phuket Fantasy
junction. However, you can call him directly
through 084-3766746 for the offline option. And,
durian paste will be sold by his niece who works
as a government officer. But if you want to enjoy
and gain some precious experiences of tasting
the most delicious durian, you have to eat it at
his garden because you can have it as much as
you want.
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Kammala Local Durian
From a farm to a tourist attraction
Bang Max farm@Kammala

(44
Embrace the
mountains, lay on
the sea, multi-cultural,
Hippotherapy

29

Kamala Subdistrict is a sub-district in Kathu
District Phuket. It also known as "Grabala",
following by "Gamara". However, Gamara was
untranslatable. Therefore, it was changed to
"Kamala", a Thai mixed with Indian meaning
"lotus".

As Kamala is surrounded by mountain at the
back and sea in the front. Therefore, foreigners
often choose this as their second home for
long-term vacations in Phuket. Apart of the
couldn’t agree more of its perfect location,
Kamala do have lots of charming communities
such as the way of life, faith, nature, culture,
fresh and processed fruit, as well as a natural
attraction likes Bang Mag durian farm that
attracts every visitor soul.

Bang Mag Durian Garden is a "slow life" agricul-
tural plantation that originated from his father
Somphot. He inherited from his father and
revealed that “he is 57 years old at the present

and has started helping his father to plant
durian since he was 10 years old and has contin-
ued to do so. His garden is about 20 Rai and
mixed of plantation such as durian, longkong,
mangosteen, parkia, jack fruit, and garcinia. He
started from naturally digging seeds to the
holes, and plugging the shoots later, digging a
fish pond in the middle of the valley. He mostly
planted Kammala local durian because it has

pleasantly sweet and aroma overpowering.

However, Bang Mag Durian farm has to adapt
from a farm to a tourist attraction place during
this outbreak of Covid-19. It turns to a new
camping spot in Phuket. Camping lovers should
not miss since his place is in the middle of the
forest. There are 2 options for getting to his
garden. Walk is the first option. It takes about 1
kilometer by walking up. And motorbike is
another option for the people who want to
have a blood-pumping experience as the path is
quite narrow. Anyhow its safety guaranteed
because it is driden by the local guide who live
there for ages. Surprisingly in the harvest season,
durian will be given for free by the owner.
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Our parents are farmers since
| was born. Farming is the only thing
| am good at. There is no clue of doing
other things which | am not good at.
Nothing is familiar to me unlike
the farming does




Kamala Local Durian Philosopher

A speech from Bang Mag, Mr. Sompoch
Maisapraw an organic durian farmer in Kamala
sub-district. He renovated part of his garden
creating waterfall to keep his garden moist and
make it as a place for his children and grandchil-
dren to joy. He dig the pool by his own hands
and carried the sand by his own motorbike as
the road is too narrow for the car or truck. As he
built the waterfall with his full of effort, it once
become one of the must-visit places for people
who have listen to the story. Some people even
bring tents for camping as it is so peaceful and
surrounded by the big trees. They keep giving
good feedback to one another, thus his place
gets a fully visit from everyone.

Apart from the beautiful waterfall, his garden
is full of varieties of fruits such as mangosteens
rambutan or even garcinia. Durian is the highlight
of his farm as it tastes amazingly ¢ood and
sweet. He plants both local and non-local
durian. The local one is marked as a legend of
Kamala subdistrict.

Bang Mag is inherited his farming from genera-
tion to generation. He has strongly intensive of
continue doing the farm without any hesitate of
giving up or doing something else. He was born
as a farmer, so does the rest of his life. He will
keep planting, watering, and harvesting in the
farm till the last day of his day.
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Future

and Inheriting

Bang Mag
future’s farm

Bang Mack, the owner of the durian plantation,
said in a disheartened tone that he has no idea
whether someone is going to keep on his
garden. Once he has no energy, and no one in
his family including the new generation want to
persist on maintaining this trees. It would be so
hard to keep this garden as the way it was.

The future
of Si Sunthon Durian

Mr. Suthikit Tamchu (Go Pao) rehearsed that
he will be a beekeeper and what’s more, he will
create honey products such as honey soap and
wild honey. Additionally he will also mold
mangosteens shampoo and produce the
product that is based on durian shell and
bio-fermented water in the upcoming years.
Nevertheless, he will propagate species or
farming durian instead of rubber plantation.
Hopefully, the price might get cheaper. He
currently grows 2 types of durians; local and
non-local. And he will carry on with his durian

breeding’s.

And he cheerlessly continues explained things
on his mind that he will stop breeding the tree
as it already massive and mostly shading. The
new tree will not grow very well in this particu-
lar kind of state.

He kept on telling that he is going to apply to
a community enterprise group, and forming
special agricultural products that will standout
its village. Costumer will enjoy shopping and
appreciating in knowledge that their will gain
unexpectedly. There is going to have a learning
center and farming products namely organic
fertilizer, Chemical fertilizers, plant medicines,
rice straw, vegetable seeds, hydroponics plants,
and other things that visitor wish to find for.

Sadly, no members are interested in doing this
for living. We have to wait until the community
enterprise group is really operate.






Interesting facts
about durian

How to
raise durian

You need specific conditions for Durian to flourish. You have to concern about
water, temperature, and even the humanity. It grows well in the temperature
between 25 - 30 Celsius, loamy sand conditions will also make the tree grow well
and fast as they drain well, and pH range should be between 5.5 — 6.5.

Once we have done with the planting, selecting the healthy, disease-free
seedlings is the next step. Firstly, we cut off the taproot in order to help them
grow faster and place it to the ground. If we grow in a hilly area, recommended to
dig a hole before placing the seed but if we grow in a lowland you have to mound
the soils first so that waterlogging and root rot can be prevented. And one more
important thing, If you plant more than one durian tree, space them between 8
meters or 8*8 meters apart.

Young durian trees can easily wither with too much of sunlight and windy. We
have to tie a log of wood to the young seedling together with shadow the tree by
cover the soil with coconut leaf, grass, salacca leaf, or camouflage net to the
young seedling.

Durian maintenance, you may see a death seedling in the beginning of planting.
You have to replace it with the new one. Unless it is raining, water daily for the
first four months. After this, ensuring the water doesn’t pool at the base of the
trunk and roots. The ground should remain moist but not wet. As the tree gets
older, prune away diseased and damaged branches. Pruning should be done
when the tree is 3 years old.
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Next, the prevention and how to eliminate
the disease. As insect and weeds come during
the put forth leave-buds and in the rainy
season. During the put forth leave-buds, you
have to prevent or get rid of the leaves that
have diseases. Whereas during the rainy season,
you have to be aware of the root rot diseases.
You better plant others weeds to cover the soil
but at the same time you have to pull weeds
out with your hands because more invasive
techniques might scrape the durian’s delicate

roots.

After the pruning is done. Fertilizer should be

applied along with rooting. Weed around your
durian tree, sow fertilizer, and shovel the soil to
make it like a hump. Following by expanding
the size of the mound, make it wider due to the
size of the canopy. Then add manure and
followed by chemical fertilizers. In the first year
of planting, manure should be applied and
weeding 4 times every other month. Applying
chemical 15-15-15 or 16-16-16 fertilizer 150 —
200 grams per plant. In the year after, applying
the manure and weeding should be applied
only 2 times a year. In the beginning of the rainy
season and in the closing of rainy season. At the
beginning of rainy season, chemical 15-15-15 or
16-16-16 fertilizer should be applied for 300 -
3000 grams per plant. While at the closing rainy
season, manure should be applied around 1500
- 5000 grams for each.
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How to
Harvesting Durian

Local durian
and durian varieties

In addition to having good production, proper

harvesting and postharvest management
choose be valued. It is important to check the
ripeness of durian before cutting. It must be
done with guardedness. The cutter durian
expert uses their own experience and technique
to ensure of its quality. He is knocking and
listening to the echo. When durian is ripeness
enough, there will be a gab inside. Using your
index finger flick at the middle of the lobe, the
sound will be loud (Pok Pok). Showing that this
durian is ready to harvest. On the other hand, if

the sound is very airy, it means the durian is

almost ripe. Leaving it for 2 or 3 more days,

it will ripe well. Although sometimes the durian

leech doesn’t even come off, it called ripen in
the leeches.

However, it is different from the local durian.
In local durian case the best way is to let the
fruit drop off the tree by itself. Even so both
farms mainly grown local durian.

Durian harvesting time

There is certain point of time of harvesting
durian. Durian should be harvested during low
temperature which are in the morning after the
dew has dried up, during the noon, and before
3 pm. In this particular point of time the fruit will
be in good condition and it is a great way to
prolong its quality.
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How to
Durian cutting

Using hand scissors for the one that is low
enough to reach. Then, placing them in plastic
basket. Stack them carefully so that the thorns
won’t pierce one another. And do not place
durian on the ground as it will cause germ and it
will rotten the fruit .

For the one that are above the reach, using a
ladder to climb up and cut it with hand scissors
as well. Then throw it to the person down

below to receive.

In case of the very high durian tree, we still

cut it by hand scissors but using an aluminum
ladder instead as it can easily to expend up to 7
meter high. Then tie the nylon with the tree and
throw the fruit down to the receiver or the
person down below. But if you don’t mind the
time, tie up the plastic basket with the rope, and
strap it with durian branches. This way will be
the safety choice as it gives no bump to the fruit
at all.

Lastly, we should rest durian in the shade,
and hurriedly move to the resting place, and
blow with fans for reducing its temperature.
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