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Abstract

This study was a survey research, which was aimed to 1) study English reading behavior
through online social media of Phuket Rajabhat university students and 2) compare the
relationship between student’s gender and year and their English reading behavior. The sample
included 361 Phuket Rajabhat university students in academic year 2020 gained by simple
random sampling. The instrument used in this study consisted of a questionnaire. Data was
analyzed by frequency, percentage, t-test and ANOVA. The results revealed that: 1) 76.5 percent
of students had English reading experience through online social media, and 95.3 percent of
students wanted to try reading English through online social media. 92.2 percent of students
used smartphones and 56.2 percent of them used Facebook as online social media application.
70.1 percent of those students spent more than 3 hours a day on online social media, while 6.4
percent of them read English through online social media. 2) Female students spent much more
time for online social media than male students, which was significantly at the .05 level. The
fourth-year students had more experience of reading English through online social media than
the third-year students, which was also significantly higher at the .05 level.
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