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Patterns of Ancient Accessories in Female
Traditional Costume Culture
of Baba Ethnic Group in Andaman Provinces.
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Abstract

This qualitative study was intended to explore the patterns
of ancient accessories and the conservation scheme of traditional
female costumes of Baba ethnic females in the provinces of Ranong,
Phang Nea, and Phuket. To collect the data, the researcher
employed qualitative research methods including documentary
research, interviews, and observations. The results of the study were
presented in the form of descriptive analysis. The study reveals that
the Baba are the descendants of Chinese and local Thai or Malaysian
people living in Malaysia, Singapore, and Thailand’ s southern

provinces including Trang, Satul, Krabi, Phang Nga, Ranong, and
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Phuket. It is found that the accessories were normally made of such
as gold decorated with diamonds. They were carved in several
patterns such as auspicious animals including swallows, butterflies,
bats, dragonflies, and swans; floral patterns; and geometric shapes.
Generally, the accessories are used to decorate 3 body parts of a
Baba female: 1) Head accessories consisting of the artificial flower
crown called Hua Kuan, earrings, and hairpins; 2) Torso accessories
including Baba style gold necklaces called Ji Kim Toon, unique pins
called Ko Seng and Pin Tang, gold bracelets, a gold belt, and Ba Yeh
rings; and 3) Ankle bracelets called Mai Rateen Thong. Normally,
Baba women wear few accessories when they are at home; the full
set of accessories are only used to decorate Baba bridal costumes.
Apart from the decoration purpose, these accessories are also the
emblems of teachings for Baba women from teenage to marriage
life. To establish the practical conservation scheme of Baba female
traditional costume culture, integration of the content of Baba
traditional costumes into educational instruction is suggested in
order to pass on the academic knowledge to youths and those who
are interested. At the same time, government and private sectors
should formulate the policies and campaigns for inviting people to
wear the traditional costume at work and in traditional occasions so

as to promote and conserve the local costume culture to last.
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