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THE PRESERVATION AND THE EXISTENCE OF MALE - FEMALE CIRCUMCISION
TRADITIONS IN YAHA DISTRICT, YALA PROVINCE
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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study the preservation and the existence of male and female
circumcision traditions in Yaha District, Yala Province by applying qualitative research methodology. Data
processing of this research was investicated by interview to village philosophers about circumcision
traditions, religious leaders and ceremonial practitioner. All data were analyzed from Victor Turner (1970)
and presented by descriptive analysis.

The research found that 1) circumcision traditions is an important tradition of Islam for cleanse the

body. But male Muslim having more procedures than female Muslim, both individual and group ceremonies
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are held according to 3 different steps as follow: 1.1) preparations for the circumcision procedure is the
preparations of equipment, food, location, inviting participants to the ceremonies. 1.2) performing the ritual
of circumcision by trim the foreskin of male and female clitoris circumcision. It is a religious ceremony of
the ceremonial practitioner. 1.3) ceremonies after the circumcision ceremony, It is to care for the wound
traces after the circumcision ceremony. 2) circumcision traditions in Yaha District, Yala Province some are
still preservation and existence by reducing the steps for easier to reach, convenience and emphasis on
concrete results rather than abstract. It depends on the factors and the context of society, economy,
education and culture. However, circumcision traditions still reflect the lifestyles, thoughts and practices of

people at each moment that are valuable to continue living.

Keyword: Circumcision, Preservation and Existence, Yaha District, Yala Province
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