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In the past, Bang Lang was a small village
with no more than ten households. Once this
village used to be one of the mines in Ranong,
consequently, the outsiders began to move
into the village to seek for the benefits from
the mine. After running out of mineral, the

miners still settled here and became fishermen.

“There were only three households here
before the outsiders coming in. Although this
mountainous area belongs to the National Park,
the villagers have been allowed to settle here
for it might be difficult for the poor folks to
move out,” said Manit Arunchot, a village

headman of Ban Lang.
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The fishermen respect Mae-ya-nang, the
goddess guardian of boats. Before sailing,
they make religious offerings to the goddess
for a propitious career. Besides, they believe
that the goddess can also guard the crew

against any danger.

“The owners of the small boats don’t
offer brides to the goddess as often as
the owners of the big ones. Generally,
they place the goddess on the prow and
worship her every important festival like
Chinese New Year,” said Boonlom Rojanarat
and Somchai Sa-ardeiam, the fishermen

in Ban Lang.
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Fishing EQuipment

Bang Lang fishermen can catch fish all year
round. Simply judging the rising and falling
tides by experiences, they go fishing by using
small boats equipped solely with traditional
fishing gear without any modern technology.

As Somchai Sa-ardeiam said

“If we catch the fish that was too small,
we will raise them in the floating baskets
before selling them out when they are big

enough.”
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Meanwhile, Arom Jaothoop, a local fisherman,
told about the disadvantage of small fishing
boats that equipped only with traditional

fishing gear like nets and traps.

“ Catching fish by this method perhaps
gets nothing. The fishermen must observe
the rising and falling tides by checking the
moon’s phases or the sky. When the red
tide or alga bloom, the algae are present
in high concentrations and the water may
appear to be discolored or murky and

consequently affects fishing,” he said.
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Seafood Processing
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During the summertime, especially from
February to March, there’s a lot of krill in the
sea. The women in the village then gather
and engage in seafood processing such as krill
paste, flavored shell, and dried salted fish. As

Weawta Arunchote said.

“ Krill paste is made only in the summertime
because there’s a lot of krill in February and
March but seashells can be caught throughout
the year. However, the fishermen skip catching
them for 2-3 years to leave them growing up.
While the salted fish is made by various kinds
of fish that varied due to the different types

of water.
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Development and Changes

in Lifestyle and Culture
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According to Arom Jorthoop, the villagers
were once the tin miners but turned to be
the fishermen when they were short of the

mineral.

“ “At first, my family was also engaged in tin
mining business then we had changed to be
fishermen due to the mineral shortage. | have
been fishing since 24-25 years old. At that
time, | had learned to use nets and fish traps
and also went fishing by using small boats,”.

said Arom.

Kanit Srisanga, the 55-year-old villager who

sells betel nut, said,.

“ The quantity of betel nuts depends on how
many palm trees we plant and how plentiful
they are. There are 2 kinds of farming; first, the
farmers are hired to plant and get a payment
of 6 Baht per kilogram. Second, the farmers
plant and sell their own crop. The betel nut

must be prepared in summer to prevent the

product from getting mold ”
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Current Situation of Local Fishery
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Due to some regulations to conserve or
protect marine life, some species are put in
the conservation list; besides, the size of the
fishing boat is also regulated so the fishery is
consequently in a hard time. The number of
fish caught by the fishermen, therefore,

decreases continuously.

“ Nowadays the small boats are not allowed
to go offshore further than 3-4 kilometers so
we get less than 10 kilograms of fish, comparing
to about 50 kilograms in the past. The number
has drastically reduced because of the

regulation,”. Arom Jaothoop, added.
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Economic Aspect
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According to Panisa Sae-Wang, the villagers
were previously fishermen. They can catch
different fish in each season. This village was,
thus, like a fish market packed with customers.
The fishermen earned about ten thousand baht

per day before the economic recession.

“ Fishing could no longer cover the cost. The
increasing costs in hiring workers and maintaining
fishing gears caused the fishermen to halt
fishing for a while. After that, we were allowed
to use only a small boat and we seldom went
fishing. For this reason, the new generation
tends to do other jobs such as working in the
factories or moving to work in Bangkok,”

Panisa said.
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Local recipe
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Kanit Srisanga said

“Ban Lang food is similar to the local food of
other southern provinces for we have sour
soup, fried fish and spicy shrimp paste. These
recipes are made from local ingredients such
as shellfish, crabs and fish.”
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Skilled workers for

'‘One Tambon One Product' project
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Back then, the Thailand Research Fund pointed
out that Ranong is abundant with betel palm
trees. Though all parts of the palm can be used,
its leaf sheath was totally trashed. Then, the
group of housewives has turned this seem-to
-be-useless part into disposable dishes and
eco-friendly products for 2 years now. However,
the sheaths should be processed during
summer time because if the sheaths are wet
they will develop some mold. Since the group
cannot afford a dehydrator and the products
are handmade, the products cannot be
produced that quickly. Now the group is
preparing to submit the products for OTOP

certification.
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Skilled workers for

(OTOP)

'One Tambon One Product' project
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According to Kankaew Bengkit and Kaewta
Arunchote, they first bought betel leaf from
farmers then process to make containers and
other products such as bags, keychains, and
shoes. At first, they used the products
themselves then people were interested and
started to order their products; besides, they
were also invited to exhibit the products in
several exhibitions. Also, they are waiting for
support from the government sector in order

to promote their eco-friendly products.
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