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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study the existence and changes as well as the beliefs and
rituals of the fishing of Thai Muslims in Ko Yao District, Phang Nga Province. It is a qualitative research
collected by interviewing the fishermen, ceremonial, tourism-related enterprises, including participatory
observation in the field resulting in the followings: 1) Fishery beliefs and rituals, consisted of related
spiritual rituals through superstition and astrology. Therefore, beliefs related to rituals are associated with
Mae Ya Nang (Goddess of Travel) and boat warming merit making. Most of the beliefs and rituals are
related to Islam worshipping of Allah or there are parts of the ritual mentioned about worshiping Allah.
These things have had an influence attached to the mind with more confidence in fishing to strategically
have interaction between each other for fear that committing wrongdoing resulting in supernatural
punishment both visible and invisible. 2) Existence and changes of beliefs and fisheries rituals partly still

existing and inherited by reducing the ritual steps and the original strictness to make it easier for people
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and tourists rather focused on convenience and results in reality emphasized. Thus, this is in accordance
with factors and contexts of society, economy, education and culture. However, fishery beliefs and
rituals reflect the way of life, ideas and practices of people in each period that are valuable to continuity

of living.

Keywords: Fishery, Beliefs, Rituals
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