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The Enforcement of Traffic laws in Phuket Province
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Abstract

The objectives of this research are 1) to analyze how the traffic law is enforced in
Phuket province, seriously affected by the traffic congestion due to the increasing volume of
urban population, 2) to examine how the enforcement of traffic law solves Phuket’s traffic

congestion, and 3) to provide the proper amendments to the traffic law. This research is a
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qualitative study conducted by document analysis, focus group discussion, and interview given
by those involved in Phuket’s traffic congestion; 20 qualified scholars, 40 law enforcement
officers, and 177 people concerned with the traffic law enforcement.

The results found that Phuket’s traffic law enforcement and the penalties which
were stipulated in the Land Traffic Act B.E. 2522 are not irrelevant to its objectives. This results in
the increasing volume of Phuket’s vehicle users. According to the Land Traffic Act B.E. 2522,
violators shall be punished by imprisonment and fine. In most cases of imprisonment, violators
shall be either incarcerated for a short term or await punishment, or shall be offered probation
instead of suspension of punishment. Obviously, these legal measures are not strict enough to
enforce compliance with the regulations. Moreover, the traffic police’s law enforcement is
problematic because of their continued authority abuse, which probably results in ineffective
disciplinary reviews and monitoring. The study suggested vehicle users’ violation of traffic law be
caused by the traffic police’s disciplinary misconduct and that the proper amendments to the
Land Traffic Act B.E. 2522 should be taken into account.

Keywords: 1) The Law Enforcement, 2) Traffic, 3) Phuket Province
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