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A Study of the Changes in Economic Condition of Rice Farmers: Case Study of
Rice Farmers in Banpongsri Moo6 Khlong Khanak, Wisetchaichan District,

Angthong Province, Thailand
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Abstract

This research aims to study the economic condition of the rice farmers such as rice
farming factor, rice production and distribution, rice farmer's economic condition, factors that
persuaded to do rice farming, problems and solutions in rice farming. The cultural and economic
changes that occur in Thai society and the changes in the villages that affect the rice farming
profession. This research is a qualitative research by studying the document. Data was collected
by informal interview. The question is based on the content of the study. Observation of
participation in group discussions are used. Then analyzing data, and conclusion.

The results of this study showed that: The process of rice production starts from the
supply of land, like own land or rented land. Preparation of plowing by sowing, the manual labor
was replaced by mechanical using. Chemical fertilizer, pesticides rice was used. Most of the
harvest labor were hired. Factors that effected the economic condition of rice farming include
land, water resources, financing, gsovernment policies and lifestyle. The economic condition of
rice farmers are: the income are not enough, because of the high cost of production but rice
price is low. So the income is only enough for living. Savings is just a savings in the village finance
funding. There are a lot of debt from the loan for investing in farming. But sometimes a natural
disaster causes damage the production. Source of funds are: Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural,
Agricultural cooperative and village finance funding. The factors that persuaded or promoted the
people do rice farming by strengthening the rice farmer organization, giving agricultural
information acceptation of rice farming career. The problems of rice farming are water resources
and water management, natural disaster, soil degradation, rice farmer’s health problems. In
addition, according to cultural and economic changes. Most farmers sold their land to the
capitalist for their children education to be a civil servant, business investment or do the other
occupations.

Key words: Rice farmers, Rice farming, rice farmer's economic condition
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