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Paradoxical Ideology and Dehumanization

in a Traumatic Narrative: Escape from Camp 14

Pannawish Phasomsup *

Abstract

A traumatic narrative is a genre of literary work which ill-fated victims
use to help readers to access to their traumatic experiences. This genre of literary
work is also used as a therapeutic tool for healing victims’ painful experiences.
The victim’'s attempt to tell experiences is a way to review and re-interpret their
traumatic past in order to come to terms with it and liberate themselves from a
haunting nightmare. In Escape from Camp 14, written by Blaine Harden, the non-
traumatized author, acts as a medium to narrate in excruciating detail the life
and odyssey to freedom of Shin In Geun, an internment camp prisoner in North
Korea. Shin’s narrative reveals the brutality of the North Korean communist
regime led by the Kim family. Shin’s story also shows the ideological paradox of
North Korea’s communism which hides atrocities and dehumanization behind a
fagade of upholding communist principles of equality among the people of all
classes. This research paper focuses on the study of Shin’s traumatic narrative
as a venue of constructing the victim’s identity and the representation of North

Korea by Western media. My analysis of Shin’s narrative also reveals North

* Lecturer, Foreign Languages Department, Faculty of Humanities and Social

Sciences, Phuket Rajabhat University, e-mail: pannawish2528@gmail.com
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Korea’s ideological paradox and the dehumanization occurring in prison camps

in which political prisoners are incarcerated.

Keywords: traumatic narrative; paradoxical ideology; dehumanization
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[...] memories are not raw descriptions of past events, as the
process of remembering involves interpretations and is
embedded in historical, political and ideological context both in
the past and present. Something important in this work was to
explore the way in which participants made sense of their
memories by making links between past and present events
and selecting to construct their narratives in a certain form.
The selected parts of their stories are crucial for the meaning-
making process in the present as well as for the rebuilding of

the self.
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When violence leads to physical and mental injury, it also
engenders a healing response. One aspect of this is the
trauma story, whose function is not only to heal the survivor,
but also to teach and guide the listener-and by extension,

society-in healing and survival.

andasunazasluaimdrsdu i ldganunemeslumdionea
e9TveIndannuTuuIHIUIYULDNWd B Ul TN BNEILNa UKE
. A < g { { v 4 k23 V 1
(trauma narrative) S9 dunuwnidalanmalimindelanavldsunazfiaiy
ed a & o a & . a ) ' a .
MR uiuaARENATI (Re-vision) Tuvaizidennumasnuuazdanuli
A A A A v o o o = P 2
rasmbaluzupuiansiianunodasdunusniudszidunaiioniasniu
13931 (Politics of Memory and Forgetting) aginsuanlaiane Nt iesannnis

v A

A g & ] o A a ' =
@]@Iﬁusl."i]“ﬂa\‘ll,ﬁUE]'J']"i]558W%Laqﬂ'§7ﬂﬂiﬂﬁnl(ﬂﬂ'§aﬂg LﬁﬁVLNW“@ﬂOL%@lﬂTiRﬂ@

De

muagn”uu’%uwﬁmnﬂﬁau VI RNINRIANNITIA B9 MNNTTURANVBIFIAN HI8
v 1 Y > ﬂq: QI dl dl =1 =1 1 ] ) v a
AR IUWS A9t SN aliaunsavananona i lenszanasauaNa
= ' a o a = A 6 A
Wgsadadsmnidumsianmnulssaumsatafanrunsaugaumsninie
guum@@ﬁmjmxﬁmﬂﬁmuﬁu AaTuFNNaVIne3 1Ny (Laub, 1995, p. 62)

N

The traumatic experience has normally long been submerged
and has become distorted in its submersion [...] the opposite
to be equally true. The survivors did not only need to survive
so that they could tell their stories; they also needed to tell

their stories in order to survive.
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Telling this story [Escape from Camp 14] has been the most
satisfying experience of my life. | wanted readers to
understand, in an unforgettable way, the terrible things that
continue to go on inside North Korea. Shin’s story does exactly

that. (Brock, 2013, p. 3)



ardruysudngal 7 25 aiiufi 2 (nengian-Fuaiaw 2561) 153

' A a A ' A o A %
plaTInadwisasnwlswlszsianiFedannauna fe idioudas
. . ; ' fa X o
ANALIRILAZANNAANIIUNTENENBAITDITN Lﬁmmnmqmstﬁﬁmmuﬂu
mﬁmﬂum@;mirﬁﬁdqwanszﬂuamu;mmﬁa@iaamw%ﬂmmzﬁmu 3
navlusaduanunisitluednararldinbeianmdeunauliimdywinny
¢ & a & A K A A A R & o '
wanItkiudness mbanmsnsisfandiasfiazidofaingminiainan
wazpandaasli “anuay” mau\*’nﬁaﬁnmmqw,mﬁfu@iaVIJJ LA EIND
nItiuasTu au N oy IFuMEL LA 315104 UITNEaNiENYITU
{ o o ' A a £ ' o o A
Lﬁamaaﬂauvlﬂﬂnumum@mitﬁ@m6] MAaIwM eI UA NN URNBLAY 14 1
wmauwniianilddslnnmmenniuenldlagbinemasy Suinnaey
uq: d' =3 a' n:l' a A’ s 1 = > o R 1 d' v
nnaTaLilanadIFINAeIuALLN LLmlumm:L@mﬂuﬂaugaﬂimhL:uavl,m:mm
13895598800 QR msdmmﬂSaaﬁwﬁamqm’rszﬁmm‘gmm
ANTENUNILN O URNINTALAV0IN D 8T I0 D IR UNWENUUSUNY bZLANTDIUNAS
UTILMAMIIUNUT AIUTUAINEIVEY LaWAIH UA1UT (Blanch, 2012, p. 71)
1
Perhaps you ask a survivor “What happened to you?” and she
remains silent. Simply asking the question is not enough.
Creating safe space, communicating respect, and building

trust take time.
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persistence. When he didn’t want to talk, | accepted it. When he was willing to talk,
| kept pressing him to go deeper.” (Brock, 2013, p. 3) lurmzi@enny aduasn
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The collaborator's importance in establishing a dialogue
between the survivor and the Western audience is paramount,
particularly in the aftermath of genocide. Collaboration also
functions as a tool for Rwandan women survivors to make their
stories public, giving them access to the Western publishing
industry and readership. [...] If telling trauma is necessary for
survival, as Laub has argued, then collaboration becomes a

way of facilitating that telling and enabling survival.
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Trauma victims like him tend to struggle with the truth,
especially in the linear narrative form that journalists, judges,
and policy makers are best able to understand. The memories
of trauma victims are often fragmented and out of sequence,
and the stories they tell can be shields behind which they try
to hide. (Harden, 2012, p. 25)
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It [North Korea] has always depended on handouts from
foreign governments, and if they end, the Kim dynasty would
probably collapse. Even in the best of years, it cannot feed
itself. North Korea has no oil, and its economy has never been
able to generate enough cash to buy sufficient fuel or food on

the world market. (Harden, 2012, p. 138)
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Eating rats not only filled empty stomachs, it was essential to

survival. Their flesh could help prevent pellagra, a sometimes

fatal disease that was rampant in the camp, especially in the

winter. Prisoners with pellagra, the result of a lack of protein

and niacin in their diets, suffered weakness, skin lesions,

diarrhea and dementia. It was a frequent cause of death.

(Harden, 2012, p. 55)
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To that fantastical end, the government regularly enlists the
masses in miserable tasks dressed up in noble slogans. The
propaganda can be quite creative: the famine was repackaged
as the ‘Arduous March’, a patriotic struggle that North Koreans
were encouraged to win with the inspiring slogan: ‘Let’s Eat

Two Meals Per Day'. (Harden, 2012, p. 139)
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Rail stations, open-air markets and back alleys in major towns

became crowded with starving drifters. The many orphaned
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children found in these places became known as ‘wandering

sparrows’. (Harden, 2012, p. 149)
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Indeed, the figuring of Communism and the communist world
as a hideous, venomous creature, capable of “injecting poison
into the bloodstream” of nations on both sides of the Atlantic
was commonplace in both the textual and visual rhetoric of the

first half of the twentieth century.
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Shin and many other North Korean defectors complain, with

considerable justification, that South Koreans view them as ill-

educated, badly spoken and poorly dressed bumpkins whose
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mess of a country is more trouble than it's worth. (Harden,

2012, p. 278)
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The eighth rule of Camp 14, as Shin was required to memorize
it, said, ‘Should sexual physical contact occur without prior
approval, the perpetrators will be shot immediately.” (Harden,

2012, p. 51)
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Sex became a site of power and control on and through the
body, within the descriptive and defining powers of religion and

medicine.
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When she came back at midday and found nothing to eat, she
would become furious and beat her son with a hoe, a shovel,
anything that was close at hand. Some of the beatings were
as violent as those he later received from the guards. (Harden,

2012, p. 50)
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never loved — anyone before. In the years ahead, he would

think of the old man in the dark room far more often and with

far greater affection than he thought of his parents. But after

the guards led him out of the cell and locked its door, he never

saw Uncle again. (Harden, 2012, p. 114)
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