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Hua Kuan: the Artificial Flowers on Spring Wires of Baba Ethnic
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Abstracts
This article presents the development of the artificial flower crown worn by the Thai — Chinese, Baba, females. It is
the qualitative study featuring literature review, interviews, and observations. The data was descriptively presented limited
to the design of Hua Kuan or the artificial flowers on spring wires used to make the crown for the bride in the wedding of

Baba ethnic in Phuket. The result of the study reveals that there were 2 styles of Hua Kuan including 1) the one made of peals



worn by the married Baba females and 2) the one made of the silver and golden treads used for the hair decoration of the
Baba brides.

Besides, the development of Hua Kuan could be divided into 5 aspects: 1) the body of the crown consists of 2 parts,
the foundation of the crown called “Hua Kuan” originally made of the jasmine garland and put on the head and the another
part is the artificial flowers on the spring wires called Cheng Kor flowers., 2) the artificial flowers are made of genuine silver
and golden threads., 3) there always 12 flowers called “Chab Yee Pai” decorated on the crown since the number is believed
the lucky number by the Chinese., 4) the flowers are small with the aster flower like petals., and 5) above the bun, there is a
white swan and butterflies made of silver and golden threads decorated.

Furthermore, it is found that the bridal Hua Kuans nowadays were created by the developed skills and imagination
of the makers. The foundation is connected with the flower part for convenient wearing. The tiny delicate Hua Kuans can
also be found in the souvenir shops as a local souvenir which is a perfect value adding to the local craft. Moreover, the
techniques and methods creating the crown were taught in the university as the students could generate income by creating
the crown and preserving this local product at the same time.

Keyword: Hua Kuan, Cheng Kor, Artificial Flowers, Baba Ethnic
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