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Tua Ku - A Symbol of Po Tor Tradition:
A Case Study of Seng Tek Bew Kuan Yin Tai Sue Shrine, Phuket Province
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Abstract

This study aims to 1) examine the historical background of Tua Ku in Po Tor Tradition at Seng Tek
Bew Kuan Yin Tai Sue Shrine, Phuket Province, and 2) assess the awareness levels of Tua Ku as a symbol of
Po Tor Tradition. The data were collected through questionnaires from 401 participants and in-depth
interview with committee members, caretaker of the shrine, and Tua Ku makers—a total of 7 individuals.
Quantitative data were analyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, and standard deviation, while
qualitative data were analyzed through content analysis. The study findings reveal that Seng Tek Bew Kuan
Yin Tai Sue Shrine, an ancient shrine for the Thai-Chinese Hokkien community, conducts the ritual ceremony

with offerings, particularly emphasizing the significance of Tua Ku or red tortoise cakes symbolizing longevity.
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Regarding the levels of awareness of Tua Ku, the overall average perception was at a moderate level (3.38
percent). In terms of beliefs related to Tua Ku as a symbol of the tradition, the average perception and
belief levels were high (3.87 percent). As for the conservation and preservation of Tua Ku, the average
perception was also high (4.39 percent). Recommendations for the conservation of Po Tor Tradition and
Tua Ku include promoting awareness among the public and the younger generation to ensure the continuity
of these cultural practices, especially for Tua Ku making that is traditional wisdom passed down from

ancestors.

Keywords: Tua Ku, Po Tor Tradition, Seng Tek Bew Kuan Yin Tai Sue Shrine, Phuket Province
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